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VOL. xy 
Information Division ‘Dune 5, 1931 : Munitions Building 
___Air Corps ' . Washington, D.C. 


The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 

." Publishers are authorized to reprint naterial appearing in this publica- 
tion. 
. 0000000 


THE FIRST PROVISIONAL AIR DIVISION, 1931. 


Each year the Air Corps plans to have’a concentration of its airplanes, 
equipment and personnel at some point or points and, with the forces gathered 


_ there, carry on some problems which it has been working over from the time of 


the concentration of the previous year. 

Most of these problems have been tactical. Tactical theories have been 
tried out in actual practice, and either adopted, revised or discarded, all 
as a result of the operations of the organizations gathered together for the 
period of the maneuvers or exercises. ‘This year, however, a new series of 
problems were tried out by the Air Corps ~ problems which would arise with the 
organization’ and operation in time of war of our largest air unit, the Air 
Division. These problems, might properly be called staff problems, although 
everyone participating in the overations of the lst Provisional Air Division 
of 1931, whether grouy or squadron commander, flight leader, pilot or mechanic, 
benefited alike by the ex»eriences gained during the activities of the latter 
part of. May. 

Let us go back a bit to 1917, when this en was organizing its mili- 
tary forces for a major emergency. Few of our Regular Army officers and ‘non- 
commissioned officers, who later formed the nucleus of our forces in France, 
had ever seen an Infantry Division in actual operation. Many had not even 
seen a brigade, excent a highly skeletonized one, more of a paper than a flesh- 
and-blood outfit. When this country organized divisions, corps and even field 
armies, our officers found themselves working more with theories than experi- 
ence. Many of those accented theories on the handling, the administration and 
nDdy of large units did not work, and exverience at that time was dearly 

ought.. 

In. time of war, our largest air unit would probably be an Air Division. 

So far, this has been a "paper organization." It would have 2238 airplanes - 
mostly bombers, and pursuit - 4,000 officers. and 29,000 enlisted men. It might 
have to be moved from one’ piace.to"hnother and moved in a hurry. It might have 
to be moved long distances.- This Air Division would be attached to General 
Headquarters. It would: be in addition to the aviation attached to divisions, 
corps and armies. In our peace-time army, we have no Air Division, nor have we 
ever had a maneuver in which an Air Division or anything ap»roximating one in 
size, was called into being. In fact, the largest active air organization in 
the Army Air Corps is a Group, composed of several squadrons. We have several 
Wings of two or more Groups. on paper, bat up to this writing we have had no 
Wings in active operation, — . 

In our concentration in May, 1931, we were obliged to use everything in 
the line of military aviation that we had, in order to avproximate an organiza-~ 
tion even one-fourth the size of a war-time Air Division. ‘This gave us a pre- 
ponderance of Observation Aviation, whereas an Air Division has practically no 
Observation Aviation. Nevertheless, our main problem was the handling of a 
large force of active flying units, and our 1931 Air Division was finally or~ 
ganized to consist of 692 offipers, plus 69 Flying Cadets, 643 enlisted men 
and 667 airplanes. 

Our 1931 organization was called the ‘Ist Provisional Air Division, because 
of its nrovisional or temporary character. 

Components of this Division ‘were all but one of our Regular Army Air 
Corps. squadrons in the continental limits of the United States; a flight from 
each of the 19 National Guard Observation Squadrons from as many States; a 
Pursuit Group, an Observation Group, an, Attack Squadron and a Bombardment 
Squadron from the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, and a. lransport 
Group formed of the Transvort airplanes from our various fields throughout the 
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country. 
The composition of the Air Division, together with the types of airplanes 
used, was as follows: 





ist Provisional Air Division 
Brigadier General Benjamin D. Foul Os, Som ganding. 
Chief of Staff -- Lieut.-Colonel Frank M. Andres. 











Deputy Chief of Staff -- Najor Carl Spatz. i Total for G.H.Q. 

. Gel -- Captain H. NM. McClelland. -~ 78 Officers 

. G2 <= Lieut.-Colonel Ira Longanecler. 27 Ilisted Men 
G3 -- Major Willis: Hole. 3 54 Airplanes, 
G4 -~ Lieut.-Colonel Heary H. “Arnold. . 
Division Surgeon -- Major C.L. Beaven, Medical Corps. Above figures include 
Quartermaster -- Major Douglas C. Cordiner, Q.if.C. official observers 
Signal Officer -= Major H.S. Mitchell, Signal Corps. with their airplanes 
Adjutant -- Lieut. Ray L. Owens. - and mechanics. 

lst Provisional Pursuit Wing 
| Major George 3. ett, Commanding. 


lst Pursuit Group, Seliridse Tield, Mich. - Major G.i, Brower, Coumanding. 


17th Squadron: (P-12's), Caytain Ross G. Hoyt, Commanding. 
27th Squadron (P=12's), Lievt. R.C.W. Blessley, Commanding. 
36th Squadron (P-6's) , Licvt. M.-L. Elliott, Commanding. 
94th Squadron (Pel2's), Tieut. Harry A. Johnson, Commanding. 
eOth Pursuit Groun, Mather Field, Calif. ~ Major Clarence L. Tinker, Commanding, 


55th Squadron (P-12's),Liout. C.E. Crumrine, Commanding. 

??th Squadron (P<12's), Licut. W.E. Richards, Commanding. 

95th Squadron (Rockwell Field, Calif.) P-l2's, Capt. F.O'D. Hunter, Comd'g, 
lOlst Provisional Pursuit Grown, Kelly Field, Texas. ~ Capt. J.K. Cannon, Comilg, 

_ 201lst Provisional Sminiron (7-1's), Caot. A.C. Kincaid, Commanding. 

202nd Provisional Squadvon (P-1's), Lieut. Dale V. Gaffney, Commanding, 

203rd Provisional Squadron (P-l's),- Lieut. G.H. Beverley, Commanding. 
Total, lst Provisional Pursuit Wing - 195 officers and Flying Cadets, 180 en- 
listed men and 195 airolanes, 


iit: Srorisioral Eombardment Wing 
Major John H. Pirie, Commanding. 
ond Bombardment Grou»; Langley Field, Va.,-Major Herbert A. Dargue, Commanding. 
20th Squadron (B3A's), Caztain Frank D. Hacltett, Commanding. 
49th Squadron (3-3A's), Ca»tain Theodore J. Koenig, Commanding. 
96th Squadron (BSA's), Lieut. James M. Gilles>ie, Commanding. 
llth Squadron, from Rockwell Field, Calif. (B2's), Lieut. Charles 
H. Howard, Commanding. 
7th Bombardment Group, March Field, Calif. - Major Jose: mt T. McNarney , Commanding, 


9th: Sqiadron (0-38's), Cavtain-Leo F. Post, Commanding. 
Slst Squadron (0-2S's), Captain Karle G. Harner, Commanding. 
, 208th: Provisional Squadron, Kelly Field, (0-33's), Capt. John W. Monahan, 
' Commanding. 
Total, 11th Provisional Boubardnent Wing - 115 officers, ant flying cadets, t06 
enlisted men and 72 airplanes. 
2Zlst Provisioisl Observation Wing 
Kejor Walter R. Weaver, Commanding. ee 
9th Observation Group, Mitchel Field, N.Y. - Major W.0. Ryan, dicen Hees 
lst Squadron (0-1-G's), Lieut. J.M. McCulloch, Commanding, 
Sth Squadron (0-1-E's), Lieut. E.E.-Havmon, Commanding. 
9Sth Squadron (O-1l-H's), Lieut. F.W. Evans, Commanding. . 








10lst Prov. Observation Grown, Kelly Field, Texas.- Mejor F.L. Martin, Commanding. 


205th Prov. Squadron (02-5 's), Lieut...H.K. Ramey, Commanding. 
206th Prov. Squadron ‘naga? $s), Lieut. W.D. Old, Commanding. 





207th Prov. Squadron (+11 's), Lieut. 0.P. Weyland, Commanding. 
103rd Prov. Observation Group - Major E A. Lohman, Commanding. 


15th Obs. Squadron, Scott Weld, Ill. (19's), Capt. W.P.. Hayes, Commanding, q 
Yist Obs. Squadron, Crissy Field, Calif. (BI-2B!'s), Capt.J.C.Kenwedy, | Comd'g. | 


104th Provisional Observation Group - Major L.H. Brereton, Commanding. 


12th Obs. Sqdn., Ft.Sam Houston, Tex. (0-19's); Lt. Jos.H. Hicks, Commanding. | 
22nd Obs. Sqdn., Maxwell Field,Ala. (O-19's), Capt. Donald P.Muse, Commanding | 


88th Obs. Sqdn., Ft. Sill, Okla. (0-19's), Capt. Lawrence P. Hickey, Comd! gs 
Total, 2lst Prov. Obs. Wing - 148 officers and flying cadets, 126 enlisted men © 
and 137 oizylanes, ae -191- Ve6154, A.C. ' 
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Ord Attack Groun, Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. 
Major Davenport Johnson, Commanding. 





gth Attack Squadron (A-3B's), Captain Lotha A. Smith, Commanding. 


13th Attack Squadron (4-3B's), Lieut. Ralwh F. Stearley, Commanding, 

g0th Attack Squadron (A-3B's), Captain Virgil« Hine, Commanding. 

204th Prov. Sqdn., Kelly Field, Texas. (A-3's), Lieut. Emil C. Kiel, Comdg. 
Total for drd Attack Group - 52 officers and flying cadets, 49 enlisted 

men and 51 airnlanes. 


Slst Provisional Transsort Groun 
Lieut.=Col. sugustine W. Roddins, Commanding. 








209th Prov. Sqdn. Lieut. H. S. Hansell, Commanding. 


210th Provisional Sqiadron, Capt. 7.M. Clark, Comsanding. 

2llth Provisional Squadron, Ca :t. R.N. Ott, Commanding. 

2leth Provisional Squadron, Cant. E. H. DeFord, Commanding. 

Total for 3lst Provisional Group - 51 officers, 43 enlisted men and 
43 airplanes. 





eend Provisional Observation Wing 
' Major Raloh Royce, Commanding 
15lst Provisional Observation Group - Major Raymond Miller, Minnesota lational 
Guard Air Cor: os, Commanding. a: 
30lst Provisional Smadron (0-58's), Maryland, Washington and Minnesota 
National. Guard - Major C.V. Haynes, Wash. Nat'l Guard, Commanding. 
302nd Provisional Squadron (0-48's), Connecticut, New York and Illinois 
National Guard - Mejor M.D. Mann, I11. National Guard, Commanding. 
303rd Provisional Squadron (0-28'!s), California, Ohio and Texax National 
. . Guard = Major W.H. Reid, Texas National Guard, Commanding. 
152nd Provisional Observation Group - Major C.B. Oldfield, Commanding. 
. 804th Provisional Squadron (Q-1l's), Tennessee, Alabama and Massacmsetts 
National Guard,- Cept. F.E. Galloway, Commanding. 
305th Provisional Squadron (02-H's), Indiana, Missouri and Colorado National 
Guard = Captain T. C. Voss, Commanding. 
306th Provisional Squadron (02-H's), New Jersey, Arkansas, Michigan and 
Pennsylvania Nationel Guard - Cavt. F.R. Anderson, Mich. N.G., Conmanding. 
_ Total for 22nd Provisional Observation Wing - 114 officers, 98 enlisted 
men and 107 airplanes. . 
Notes; When "Provisional" is used, it designates the organization in ques- 
tion as not of regular active status, wt texmorarily formed for the veriod of 


‘the Maneuvers. Kelly Field squadrons and growos were led by instructors, as 
were the flights in the squadrons. Flying Cadets were used as flight vilots, 


however. 
Where totals of officers, enlisted men and airplanes of wings and groups 
and airplanes by. tynes. conflict with grand totals, it is due to duplication 


- of duties of personnel and assignment of airjlanes. 


- ATRPLANES BY TYP! oS AND MAKES 





Pursuit - 205. ; | 
68 Bl Curtiss "Hawks" - 425 h.». water-cooled engine, V-type. 
130 P12 Boeing, 420 hey. "Was" engine. 

17 6 Curtiss, 600 h. p+ liquid-cooled, V-type engine. 





: Observation = 300, 





$6 BI - Dourlas Basic Trainin.;, 420:h.>. "Wasp" air-cooled.engine. 
51 O2-H- Douglas Observation, 420 h.-. Liberty engine. 
"82 0-38- Douglas Observation, 525 he». "Hornet" air-cooled engine. 
10 25- ‘Douzlas Observation, 300 h.o. liquid-cooled V-type engine, 
1 0-31- Douglas gull-wing mono»vlane, 600 h.». liquid-cooled V-tyne engine. 


- 55 0-19- Thomas-Morse, metal fuselage, 420 h.p. "Wasp" air-cooled engine. 


39 OL - Curtiss "Falcon" 425 he». water-cooled engine. 
e4 Ow1ll- Curtiss "Falcon" 420 h.p. Liberty engine. 

1 O21- Same as 0-19, excent that it has a 600 h.». Curtiss Hex engine. 

1 022- New Dougias Observation, all metal fuselage. 
Attack or: 

70 ai Cartisg eee 425 h.. water-cooled engine. 
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Bombardment - 44, 
4 LB Keystone, double rudder, tvo 525 h.v. "Hornet" air-cooled engines, 
51 BA, Keystone, single riidder, two 525 hin. "Hornet" air-cooled engines, 
9 B2, Curtiss "Condor" - -two 600 4... liquid-cooled engines. 
Cargo ~ 48. 
‘G1, Douglas, single "Liberty" envine. 
G4, Ford Trismtor, "Was" enzines, (monovlane). 
0-6, Sikorsky, dual-engine amshibian, (mononlane). 
Q~7, Fokker tri-motor, "J-S" en; ines, (monovlane). 
C-9, Ford tri-motor, "J-6" engines, (monoplane). 
C~14, Fokker single "Cyclone" engine, (lonoolane). 
C-15, Fokker "Hosnital" -lane, single "Cyclone" engine. (monoplane) 
C-19, Northrup all-metal, lov wing monoolane, "Was" engine, (monoplane), 
(22, Fleetster, single "Cyclone" engine. (monoplane) 








rw 
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Generally sneaking, these Division Exercises were nothing more than the 
concentration of all Air Coros training throughout the United States in one 
area, this area changing over a ~reriod of several weeks to several different 
places. This combined training was vlaced under the immediate sunervision of 
the Division Commander, BrigadierGeneral Benjamin D. Foulois, assisted by his 
staff, 

It was this concentration that caused situations to arise which would orii- 
narily never be met in the course of decentralized veace-time training. This 
does not mean that decentralized treining is not valuable in developing capacity 
for leadership and initiative with organizations at their home stations under 
the control of Group or Scuadron Commanders. Such "home station" training, hor 

- ever, is but the routine of things throughout the year and does rot solve some 
of the problems that have been met when an Air Division, or an air organization 
of similar size, has been organized and put into overation in the past =~ all on 
paper, of course. | | 

Specifically, some of the questions which could be answered as a result of 
these Maneuvers are the followin: j 

Could we use members of the gradvating class at the Advanced Flying Schoal 
in a large active organization such as this one in time of war? 

Could we use young pilots who have just won their wings and place them in 
active groups aud wings where the hizhest degree of air and airdrome discipline 
and flying technique is necessary without first givin; them »reliminary training 
in an active organization of much smaller size'+ let us say a squadron operating 
more or less independently, or at most in a Group? 

Could these youngsters with their fresh enthusiasm, their keen desire to 
make good, take their place alongside their more experienced brothers without 
"slowing up" the latter? We all know that our »ilots had little practical ex- 
perience in the last war before being sent to the front, but that is one thing 
we hope will never happen again. “9 Z 

Another problem is that of communication. Large units are not normally 
besed on one airdrome, yet the units so scattered are required to get into 
ection at one time and as one unit. Such operations require a well planned and 
practical system of communication from one airdrome to another. Combining these 
commmnications with the necessary ground-to- lane and plane-to~nlane communica 
tions, without jamming the air into a hopeless jumble, is a task in which prac 
tical experience only will make us »roficient. Radio control of a squadron, or 
even of a group of several score planes, is only a normal training operation at 
many of our Air Corps stations, but when there are a number of groups or scores 
of squadrons, then the problem of satisfactory commmications becomes one of 
considerable magnitude. : 

Many pro»dlems of air and airdrome disci»xline were worked out as a result of 
the Maneuvers. Each day an improvement was noted in the time in which the vari- 
us units at one airdrome would clear it in taxying out cn the field and taking 
off, and in landing on the field and taxying back to their parking areas. ‘The 
Same was also true of the time required for units to meet at some aerial rendez- 
vous and assemble there as one unit, all components thereof in proper place and 
at proper intervals. 

The question of tables of organization could also be considered as a result 
of what the Maneuvers taught us, as well as tables of supply and equipment. Are 
they adequate? How accurate should they be? How flexible or inflexible? What 
Spare parts should be taken with a mobile unit composed of various makes and 
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types Of aircraft? What is the best method of transvorting and dispatching 
gerial transports bearing mechanics wha cannot be carried in their-own service 
type airplanes when their outfits move quickly from one airdrome to another? 

Would our Division, Wing and Grown staffs be too too-heavy in size or could 
they be cut without imosing too great a burden upon the officers composing these 
statis? 

Should Souadrons, Groups or Wings be maintAined at their present aircraft 
strength, or increased or decreased? ; 

With a highly skeletonized force of mechanics, could this huge Air Division 
remain in the field as a mobile unit and still be properly serviced, inspected 
and maintained over a eriod of several weeks? 5.3 

Are our commercial airports throushout the country adequate in equipment, 
size and layout to take care of a number of military airplanes intending to land 
there, requiring quick service for airolanes.and some accommodation for person- 
nel without too great assistance from the military establishment? 

Can hospitalization of the ill and the. injured be made by air from the air- 
drome to the nearest base hosvital without requiring too great an aerial ambu- 
lance force? Can air transports, equinped to carry cargo and personnel, be 
quickly and satisfactorily emin ed as temporary ambulance airplanes. 

How should a transport grow or squadron be best organized? With the many 
different types of conmercial aircraft which are used for Army air transports, 
how can these various makes and types best be organized to give satisfactory 
service? ; . 

Last, but not least,- what »roblems would a mobile unit present that one 
with stabilized operations would not? In movements from one yart of the country 
to another, what assistance could be ex»ected from civil authorities and citi- 
gens! organizations which would smooth the way for our cuming and establishing 
ourselves in a new site? (4 

The question of civil assistance vas answered to our satisfaction from the 
very first, when members of the Division Staff first made tentative plans for 
the use of commercial airports for units enroute between their home stations and 
the northeastern »art of the country where the major operations were to be held, 
and also when the matter of commercial air:orts u»on which to base the Division 
was discussed. Aside from the "boost our city" spirit which led many communi- 
ties to request our »resence, our oresence was another deeper feeling that they 
could perform some yatriotic act in these times of »neace by making us feel wel- 
come in their midst. In the end, the booster svirit of each and every community 
in this country, when totalled uo, is exactly equal to the feeling of national 
pride, without which a country is in sore straits, indeed. 

Airport operators throughout the country assured us of their desire to 
have cur units use their fields. Chambers of Commerce and hotelaen's associa- 
tions made special arrangements for our coming. News.aners throughout the en- 
tire country sent representatives with the Division to travel with it in its 
movements from one place to another. Commercial transport airplanes were 
placed at our service to transzort these newsvaner correspondents. Those com- 
panies,which were awarded the contracts to supoly the Division with gas and oil 
at various points, sent special revresentatives to see that no kinks develoved 
in the smooth service on which their companies -prided themselves. 

Such assistance from outside sources was absolutely necessary in order to 
enable the Division to function in a satisfactory manner. One of the most im- 
portant considerations in the operations of this lst Provisional Air Division 
was that of funds with which to operate. No extra Congressional appropriations 
Were requested or used for the Air Division. It overated entirely out of cur- 
rent appropriations, As stated before, "these Division exercises were nothing 
mere than the concentration of all Air Coros training throughout the United 
States in one area, this area changing over a veriod of several weeks to several 
different places," The first concentration point was at Dayton, Ohio, schedul- 
ed for May 15th. Several days before that time, members of the Division and 
Wing Staffs flew to the Fairfield, Ohio, Air Denot, where Division Headquarters 
Was established. ; : 

Throughout the country, squadrons and grouns, and even five-plane flights 
“rg National Guard units, were winging their way toward Dayton. Some of the 
est Coast outfits were aided by strong tail winds. Some from the Hast Coast 
a considerably delayed by fog and rains over the Allezhenies, All during the 
mek airplanes came in to Wright Field and Fairfield, until by evening all bt 

ew of the organizations were rexorted in, these coming in the following day. 
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Organizations were based as follows: 

Fairfield Air Devot: Division Headquarters. 

llth Bombardment Wing. 
lst Pursuit Wing. 
clst. Transport Group. 

Wright Field; Srd Attack Group. 

2lst Observation. Ving. 
; gend Observation Wins. 

Note; The following issue of the News Letter will conclude the story of 
the lst Provisional Air Division, the operations of this Division and the regy}, 
of the Maneuvers. As this goés to press, the Division has been wractically de. 
mobilized, but many of its commonents are still enroute to their home stations, 
and the results of the Maneuvers have not yet been tabulated or definitely 
concluded, 
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SOLDIER'S MEDAL AWARDED TO TWO"AIR CORPS ENLISTED MEN 


Announcement was recently made by the War Denartment of the award of the 
Soldier's Medal to Privates Herbert E. Thompson and. John B. Smith, 90th Attack 
Squadron, 3rd Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. 

The citations accompanying the awards read as follows; 

"HERBERT E. THOMPSON (Army serial No. 6231551), private, 90th Attack. Squad. 
ron, Air Corps, United States Army. For heroism disvlayed at the airdrome, Fort 
Crockett, Galveston, Texas, January 27, 1931. . While stacking ammunition boxes 
in the target building, Private Thompson vas warned by a fellow soldier of the 
approach of a low-flying airplane. As he reached the doorway of the building, 
the airplane struck the roof, crashed to the ~round and. burst into flames. Al- 
though dazed by being struck by flying debris, Private. Thompson succeeded in 
reaching the crashed airplane. Seeing the »ilot in the cockpit in an unconscins 
condition and the passenger lying »rostrate on the ground some distance avay,and 
realizing that there was immediate danger of the gasoline tank exnloding, render- 
ed most valuable assistance in helping to extricate the »ilot and removing him 
from the danger zone." 

"JOHN B. SMITH (Army serial No. 6360521), »rivate, 90th Attack Squadron, 
Air Corps, United States Army. For heroism dis layed at the airdrome, Fort 
Crockett, Galveston, Texas, Jamuary 27, 1931. While stacking ammnition boxes 
in the target building, Private Smith observed a low-flying airplane a y:roaching [ 
the building.-. Immediately warning two fellow soldiers who were working in the 
same building, they attemoted to escane, but before reaching the doorway the 
airplane struck the roof, crashed to the ground and burst into flames. Lina | 
dazed by being struck by flyinz debris and injured when an amm altion box droppe 
on his foot, Private Smith, realizing that there was immediate danger of the 
gasoline tank exploding, went to the assistance of the pilot, who was fastened 
to his seat and, finding his foot caught in the rudder bar, reached in and un- 
laced his shoe, thereby permitting his release, and assisted in removing him to 
& place of safety." 
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A BOUQUET FOR THE 20TH PHOTO 


The 20th Photo Section of Brooks Field, Texas, under the carable direction 
of end Lieut. E.C. Robbins, is fast extending an enviable rewutation in their 





certain line, and has added the Air Officer of the 8th Corps Area (Lieut.-Col, 


4.G. Fisher) and the Fire Chief of San Antonio, Texas, to the long list of thosef 


whom the Section has favored with nictures which have proved highly acceptable. 
These pictures, on the occasion of the Fiesta Celebration of April 21st in San 


Antonio, featured Governor R.S, Sterling and Major-General Winans. They elicit- 


ed from Col. Fisher high oreise for the "high-state of efficiency" of the Photo 
Section. Fire Chief Sarran and members of his Devartment also oraised the 
work of the Photo Section, the former writing to the effect that "these pictures 
are fine specimens of photograxhic art, end I assure you that I am.very proud of 
them." Technical Sergeant Michler, senior noncommissioned officer of the Sectia 
and his assistants, by their excellent work and: steady anlication, are deserv 
ing of the excellent reytation possessed by the Section. 
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KELLY FIELD PARTICIPATES IN AIR CORPS MANEUVERS 
by the News Letter. Correspondent — 


PON receipt. of the nlans for the Air Corss Exercises and Maneuvers for 

the year of 1931, Kelly Field became a real bee hive of activity. Every’ 

department, squadron, and every officer and a great number of the enlist- 
eid men were aifected and, although many extra hours were put in, everyone seemed 
‘to catch the spirit of the vhing and, before we were aware of the fact, our vro- 
yisional squadrons and yversounel were 1eady to play their part in the greatest 


pexercises the Air Corps has ever participated in. 


The Senior Instructors, especially in the Pursuit and Attack Sections, were 
drilling their students to perfection, and-one would have to be a very keen ob- 
server and a veteran pilot to have been able to »ick out the students who flew 
with the Attack Group from Galveston, the home of the 3rd Attack Group, that 
came: to Kelly Field to »ractice formations with the Provisional Squadron from 
this field. 

Captain John K. Cannon, the Yenior Instructor in the Pursuit Section, and 
his able staff officers and instructors, were putting their forty cadet stu- 
dents through the ropes, and the formations which were being flown left no 
doubt in one's mind but that the students would hold their own in the Maneuvers. 

. First to depart from Kelly .Field was a flight of six planes, piloted by 
Capt. B.F. Giles, lst Lieuts.s A.L. Jewett, H.A. Moore, J.K. McDuffie, M.F. 
Schneider and 0.4. Anderson. This flicht was composed of Observatiog planes and: 
departed on May llth for Fort Sill, Okle., to join the 88th Observation Squadron. 

On May leth, the 204th Provisional Atteck Souadron, commanded by lst Lieut. 
Bnil C. Kiel, devarted with 12 wlanes for Galveston, Texas, where they joined 
the Third Attack Group. In this grou» there were eight Flying Cadets and lst 
licuts. L.J. Carr, ond Lieuts. J.T. Flock and I.M. Palmer. ‘Twelve mechanics 
were asSigned. "RE + 

Bright and early on the morning:-of May 13th, the Pursuit and Observation 
Provisional Groups and the Eombardment Squadron took off. ‘The first to clear 
the field was the 10lst Pursuit Group, which consisted of 20 officers, 37 Fly- 
ing Cadets and 43 enlisted men, ‘The 20lst Pursuit Squadron formed the main 
eschelon and took off promotly at 7:00 a.m. ‘This squadron was commanded by 
Capt. John K. Cannon. Shortly after it had cleared the field, the 202nd Squad- 
ron, commanded by Capt. A.C. Kincaid, took off. This formed the support unit. 
The last to take off was the 203rd Squadron, commanded by lst Lieut. G.H. 
Beverley, which was termed the Reserve Unit. 

Shortly after the Pursait Group commander dove in a final salute to the 
Commandant, the 1lO2ndg Provisional Observation Grou, commanded by Major F.L. 
Martin, Commandant of the Advanced Flying School, cleared the field. ‘This group 
consisted of the 205th Observation Scuadron, commanded by lst Lieut. H.K. Ramey, | 
Senior Instructor in the Observation Section; the 206th Squadron, commanded by 
lst Lieut. W.D. Old, and: the 207th Smadron, commanded by lst Lieut. 0.P. Weyland. 
Assigned to this Group were 12 officers, 18 Flying Cadets and 28 enlisted men. 
Captain Perry Wainer, Commnications Officer, and Major R.R. Ducat, Surgeon,also 
accompanied the flight, The last to take off was the 208th Bombardment Squadron, 
commanded by lst Lieut. John W, Monahan, and accompanied by lst Lieut. Ned 
Schramm, 2nd Lieut. H.R. Baxter, six Flying Cadets and nine enlisted men. 

Altogether, Kelly Field furnished 69 Flying Cadets, two student officers, 
atotal of fifty officers (pilots), two Flight Surgeons, 115 enlisted men and 
118 airplanes. ; : ; 

——— O00 


A GOOD.PAINT JOB ON SQUADRON INSIGNIA 


Lieut. Harry A. Johnson, commanding the 94th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge 
Field, Mich., and Sgt. Veness planned and figured for months before deciding on 
the exact position and background colors for the Squadron Insignia, the "Whooping 
Indian." At last, the whole thing was decided, and the first of the cowling was 
painted and decorated. The ring cowling is painted a vivid red, and the Indian 
head is painted on each side of the ring on a silver background outlined in 
yellow. The whole thing makes a most individual and attractive combination of 
paint and clever workmanship. The red cowling makes the ships very easily dis- .. 
‘inguishable, both on the ground and in the air. "If you don't think that they .- 
lock pretty keen," says the News Letter Corresvondent, "just take a look at them 
during the Maneuvers." 


Ed. Note. We did just that and they certainly looked fine. 
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COLONEL, HATHAWAY DEPARTS FROM WASHINGTON Y 


It was with gemine’ regret that the personnel in the Office of the Chic?* 
of the Air Corps in Washington extended a farewell handskake to Colonel Levy 
M.° Hathaway, Medical Corps, on the eve of his devarture from Washington, folloy. 
ing the exziration of his four-year tour of duty as Chief of the Medical Divisio, 

Colonel Hathaway has served in the Medical Corps nearly 29 years. He was 

born in Kentucky on October 27, 1877. He graduated from the University of 
Virginia in 1901, receiving the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Appointed Assis. 
tant Surgeon (Acting) on October 27, 1902, he was promoted to Captain and Assis. 
tant Surgeon five years later. He attained the rank of Major on July 1, 1916; 
Lieut.—Colonel, Mey 15, 1917, and Colonel, October 27, 1928. He graduated fron 








the Army Medical Schoo} in 1903 end from the School of Aviation Medicine in 19927, 

During his Army career, Colonel Hathaway served in Alaska; the Philinpines; 
Fort Thomas, Ky.; Presidio of Monterey and Fort Beker, Calif.; Douglas, Arizona; 
Camp Logan, Texas, and Fort Ogkethorne, Ga. During the World War he served as 
Division Surgeon, 33rd Division, A.3.F., France, and for his meritorious service 
in this capacity he received thé Distinguished Service Medal with the following 
citation: 

"As Surgeon, 33rd Division, throughout its organization, training and com 
bat operations, by his devotion to duty, untiring energy and high professional 
attainments she rendered consxicuous service, maintaining at all times a remark. 
able health record in the division. His handling of the wounded, involving per- 
sonal ex 0sure to heavy enemy fire during his daily inspections of the advanced 
dressing stations, was notable for its extraordinary efficiency. Tater, as Chie? 
Surgeon, 9th Army Corps, he again rendered highly meritorious service to the 
American Expeditionary Forces." 

Appreciating the roving character of Army life, the severance of pleasant 
associations must be taken philoso»xhically, and while exoressing regret at 
losing Colonel Hathaway, who goes to a balmy climate in the land of sugar, ‘pine- 
apples, palms, tourists, hula hula dancers; you guessed it - Hawaii - the glad 
hand of welcome is extended to his successor as Chief of the Medical Division, 
Lieut.-Colonel Glen I. Jones, Medical. Corns. i 

A native of the District of Columbia, Col. Jones saw the first light of day 
on November 25, 1883. After attending the wblic schools of Washington and the 
Central: High School, he graduated from George Washington University in 1905, re- 
ceiving the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Five years later he was a commissioned 
a ist Lieutenant in the Medical Corps, receiving his promotion to Cantain on 
June 15, 1913; to Major, May 15, 1917; and to Lieut.-Colonel, April 25, 1930. 
He graduated from the Army Medical School in 1910; from the Army War College in 
1928 and from the School of Avietion Medicine in 1931. He is on the eligible 
list for service on the General Staff. 

‘Colonel Jones has served at the following stations during his career in the 
Army: Philippine Islands; Fort McDowell and San Francisco, Calif.; Fort H.G. 
Wright, N.Y.; Camm Devens, Mass.; Edgevood, Md.; Camm Sherman, Ohio; Cam 
Funston, Kansas; Surgeon General's Office, Weshinzton, D.C.; as assistant »er- 
sonnel officer; on duty with the American Forces in Germany; Professor of Mili- 
tary Science and Tactics at George Washington University, Washington, D.C.; with 
the Plebiscite Commission in Tacna-Arica, and at Carlisle Barracks, Pa. 

For meritorious service during the World War, Colonel Jones was awarded the 
Distinguished Service lMedal with the following citation: yist zi 

"While surgeon of the 10th Division during the epidemic of Spanish influenza 
in that command, his farsightecness in providing hospital facilities and his 
energetic and exce»tionally éfficient action in directing the care of patients 
resulted in a large reduction of mortality. His services show a rare devotion 


to duty in that, though himself a sufferer from the disease, his efforts were 
unabated." : ocFs a 


onsibeees 
_ EXTENDED AIR TOUR BY SECRETARY DAVISON 


‘The Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War, and Cantain Ira C. 
Heker, Air Corps, made Scott Field, Ill., a rendezvous noint on May lst. Cant. 
Eaker had received a new Lockheed low-wing monoplane at the factory at Burbank, 
Calif., on April 28th, and had exrected to be in Washington by the 30th, tt 


was considerably delayed by impossible flying weather. Secretary Davison had ex- 
he ee ~ V-6154, A.C. 
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ected to use this new nlane in an insvection tour of the flying activities of 
the West Coast, and was due in San Diego, Celif., on ‘May end. 

When it was found that Cant. Eeker would he unable to get through to 
Washington, Secretary Davison gave “ia instructions to stop at Scott Field and 
wait until he flew on from Washia, toa. vantain EHaker arrived at Scott Field 
shortly after one o'clock on the afternoon of May 1st, and on his lest hop 
from Springfield, Mo., establisiioc a new record ror flying the 210 miles dis-~ 
tance between these two points - an hour and five minutes. Secretary Davison 
left Washington on the seme morning in his "Pleetster," with lst Lieut. Stanley 
tustead as vilot. They avrived at Foirfield, Ohio, in time for lunch, and then 
contimied on to Scott Field, averaging a speed of 150 miles per hour on the 
entire distance from Washington. 

Early the following morning Secretary Davison and Captain Esker left Scott 
Field with the exnectations of being in San Diego before darlmess, planning to 
stop at Tulsa, Okla. and Micland, Texas, for refueling. Lieut. Umstead return- 
ed to Washington on the saiic dey. 

The Primary Flying School ot March Field, Riverside, Calif., was visited 
on May 7th, anc the Advanced Yijing School, Kelly Field, Texas, May 12th. While 
in San Antonio, Mr. Devison was the house guest of Brigadier-General Charles H. 
Danforth, Commanding Ccner.2 of the Air Corps Training Center. He held a con- 
ference with the Commanding Officer of the San Antonio Air Denot on matters per- 
taining to the vrojected new construction there. s 

On May 14th, Mr. Davison and Captain Heker departed for Washington, ‘via 
Maxwell Field, Ala. “f 
---000-—— 


SCOTT FIELD PLAYS HOST TO UNITS PARTICIPATING IN MANEUVERS 


Scott Field, Il1., nlayed an active »art in the preliminary concentration 
of airplanes for the big Air Cor.s Maneuvers on the Tast Coast by being host to 
the 101st Pursuit Group end the 102nd and 103rd Observation Groups on the night 
of May 14th. 

The Air Board of the Chamber of Coumerce of St. Lovis assisted greatly in 
waking the stay of the visiting nilots and mechanics as pleasant as possible. 
the visiting nilots and the Scott Field officers were guests at a big barbecue, 
and all the enlisted messes were »rovided liberally with additional funds for 
banquets to the visitins mechanics and the Scott Field enlisted men. . 

About 5,000 visiters were present at the field to witness the arrival of 
the participants in the ‘'nueuvers, and everything went off without a hitch. The 
l0lst Growp with its 54 Pursuit planes in formation »assed over St. Louis early 
in the afternoon and were parked at the field before 3:00 om. The 102nd Obser~ 
vation Growp arrived at about 5:00 ».m. In the take-offs the following morning, ~ 
the Pursuiters left at 6:30, the 103rd Observation at 7:00 and the 102nd Obser~ 
vation at 7345, < : 


owen QO Quen 
ARMY ASSISTS IN DETROIT AIR SHOW 


The National Air Show, thé largest of its kind held in the United States, 
opened at the Detroit City Airpyort on Saturday, April llth. All of the leading 
manufacturers in the aircraft industry had their latest models and accessories 
on display. . | | 

Among the distingvished visitors invited to attend the »re-view on the 
Opening day were Major General James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps; Brig. 
General Henry C. Pratt, Chief of the Materiel Division; Major George H. Brett, ~ 
Commanding Officer of Selfridge Field, Mich., and Major Gerald EZ. Brower, Com- 
manding Officer of the First Pursuit Group. | é' 

Weduesday, April 15th, was desimmated as Arty Dey at the Show, and during 
the afternoon the First Pursuit Grou fle a radio~control demonstration forme- 
tion over the Airsort. After all planes of the Group had landed, a plaque was 
Unveiled in commemoration of the late Caxtain Woolson, the designer of the 
Diesel Aircraft engine. Najov-Genersl cvank Parker, the Sixth Corps Area Com 
Mander, was also present at the cere..onies. 

ang === OD Omran 

Kelly Field was recently requested to furnish the names of 24 Flying Cadets 

Who Wish to volunteer for service in. the Hawaiian Islands. ‘Twelve students in 


Pursuit, six in Bombardment-and six in Attack volunteered, 
‘es -198~ Ve6154, A.C. 








NATIONAL PISTOL COMPETITIONS 
By Lieut. J. L. Hitchings., A. C. 
(The Sixth Article of this Series) 


To the shooters of the Army, a bewildering number of vistol competitions 


are open, for all of which handsome medals and, 


are offered. 





to N.R.A. or U.S.R.A. Headquarters. 
Wie. 
‘ Match 
Outdoor qualification 
Slow fire tyro 
Timed fire WE 
22 calibre championships ° 
Free pistol championship 
Individual championshin 
Gallery qualification 
Individual .22 gallery championship 
Individual .22 Military Gallery 
U.o.RsA. 
Ratings 
A (Revolver) 
B (Pistol) 
F (Rocket revolver) 
G (Novice) 
I (Free pistol) 
Indoor Pistol League 
" Revolver " 
" - Novice 8 
M (Indoor revolver) 
N (Indoor Pistol) 
These are the civilian matches 
be most interested. 
which may also be fired on your om 


There is also the Army qualification course, with which we are all familiar; 
and every second year there are Corms Area and Departmental Matches, the time 
and place for which being prescribed biennialiy in Corps Area and Department 


orders.» 


Anyone who finds it »ossible to go to that mecca of the shooting world, 
Camp Perry, in late August, will find countless additional shoulder-—to-shoulder 
matches to enter; countless new experiences to eucounter; and ‘all the most 
famous shots in the country to meet. 
making their revolvers pverform unbelievably well. 
their frontier Colts; Royal Canadian Mounted Police with their .38's; interne- 
tionals with their single shots, and (armarently) holf the Army, the Navy and 


the Marines with their avctomatics. 


tion in itself, and he will, if he has not already done so, become a lifelong 
devotee of the »leasant and valuable svort of pistol shooting. 
: peer», Seay 


SKY PILOT VISITS THE MATERIEL DIVISION 


Father George H. Woodley, said 


a Transport Pilot's license from the Devartment of Commerce, was a visitor at 


All those included in the partial list given below 
your own ranve, the targets or scores, properly witnessed, being then forwardeg 


PISTOL MATCHES 


There are a muiber of other individuel and team matches 


in some cases, cups and trovhig 
be fired on 


When Firec 
Any tine 
Vay 





_. May 
‘June 


cune 

7 aie 

Any time 
Jvanvary 
February 
PISTOL MATCHES 
Any time 
Sept.-Oct. 


Jan.-Feb.=-March 


t " " 
" " " 


April . 
horil 
in which the prosvective target shooter will 


range. 


He will see cowboys with | 


Ee will find the: National Matches an educa- 


om enw im ef © 





to be the first Catholic priest to receive 


Wright Field last month. Father Woodley exxects to use the airplane in his mis- 


sion work ih Alasize. 


He’ expressed great interest in the engineering »rojects 
of the Air Corps Materiel Division. . 


---000--= 


Lieut. C.E. Shavkle, won leaving Love Field, Dellas, Texas, recently,left 


the message of his departure with 7: 


Fort Sill, Okla. 


greph company. 
weneral in person. The General vas 


“lends to be sent to the Commanding General, 
A telegraph station of the Company with which messages were 
usually sent not being convenient, the friends sent the message by another tele-. | 
This company would not deliver the messa 


i, to anyone except the 
lecated in the Post Theatre and brou 





forth to receive an urgent and confidential message. Imagine his pleasure on 
learning of Lieut. ‘Shankle's safe arrival and departure. 
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27TH 





PURSUIT S<UAD ON IN MANEUVERS AT FORT BENNING, Ga. 


. HEN the smoke and flame had cleared away from the scene of the Avril 
war between the Red and Elue forces at Fort Benning, Ge., the 27th 
Pursuit Squadron from Selfridge Field, Michigan, took stock of itself 

and found uts casualties to consist of seventeen dam > and half frozen pilots. 

The Squadron took off in 17 P-12C Pursuit vlanes and two Ford Trans»orts 
at 10:10 a.m., April 17th, and made the first leg of the trip. a short.hon to 
the Fairfield Air Devot for gas and another P-12, which had been sent. there 
-geveral days in advance for the installation of a radio receiving set.. This 
raised the Squadron to full war strength of 18 planes, 3 of which were equipved 
for radio reception and one for both transmission and recevtion, the latter 
being flown by Captain R.C.W. Blessley, Commanding. 

After leaving Fairfield, with Nashville, Tenn., scheduled as the next 
stop, threatening weather was encountered a few miles north of Louisville, Ky., 
so a stop was made there for a weather report. The forthcoming revort showed 
the weather better at Nashville, so the Squadron took off on the final hop of 
the day ° 

Avout 50 miles north of Nashville, the engine in Lieut. Jack Swain's 
plane became balky, and he was forced to land in an extremely small field when 
it failed him entirely. His propeller was bent and a few ribs were’ broken in 
the top wing when he rolled into some small trees at the end of the field. 


 Liewt. H.J. Reid, assistamt Squadron Ingineering Officer, made several »asses 


at the field before he was able to land to see if he could be of any assistance. 
The Squadron -roceeded to Nashville and, in negotiating the 25 miles from 
that city to the nearest suitable airsort, imomm as Tennessee's Sky Harbor, en- 
countered such a terrific electrical and ‘rain storm back in the hills that 
Captain Blessley landed the entire Squadron in a lerge unused field only.a com- 
paratively short distance from the airnort. ‘The storm nassed over in a few 
mimites, and 16 drenched -.ilots again took off and landed in the mmd and water 
at Sky Harbor. Lieut. Thayer Olds, in a C9, and Lieut. Cecil Henry, in a new 
high speed "Wasp"-pyowered Ford mown as the C-4, having left Fairfield before 


. ‘the Squadron and beaten the storm through, were waiting at the field. Lieut. 
. Reid arrived soon after all the ships were serviced and rolled into the hangar, 
. $0 the Squadron »roceeded, virtually intact, to Nashville by bus. 


The Fairfield Air Depot had been informed of Lieut. Swain's mishap and was 


preparing to make the necessary repairs, while Lieut. Swain enjoyed the hospital- 


ity of the Kentucky hinterland. 

_ The Squadron took off from Sky Harbor the next morning at 11:15 o'clock and 
made an uneventful flight to Fort Benning, arriving at about 2:00 o'clock that 
afternoon. Cooperating in the Infantry maneuvers and already on the scene were 
found .the 22nd Observation Squadron from Maxwell Field, the 8th Attack. Squadron 
from Fort Crockett, and the 20th Bombardment Squadron from Langley Field, Va., 
the latter being based at Maxvell Field, only a few miles away, due to the 
limited space on the Fort Benning Field. 

Real field conditions were found to prevail. The »ilots were put up in 
tents, three to each one, washed, shaved and showered with cold water, tin 
basins being the major receptacles, and ate froma field kitchen. G.I. mirrors, 
empty packing cases for washstands, nails for: clothes pegs, and soap and towels 


Were at a premium. ‘The remainder of the day was svent in attempting to make the 


tents ship~shape for a seven-day sojourn in. them. 

Early the next morning word was vassed out .that an aerial demonstration 
would be flown sometime that day, Sunday, April 19th, and for all »ilots to stand 
by for the final word. At three o'clock that afternoon all squadrons took off 
at close intervals and maneuvered over the Fort for the benefit of »nersonnel 
there for the maneuvers and hundreds of visitors from Columbus and nearby towns, 

In addition to ordinary Pursuit maneuvers, the 27th formed the mumerals 27 
and later the letter "A" with their seventeen ships in flight, and ended with 


an exhibition of Pursuit ground strafing, the planes coming dom single and at 


close intervals from-great height. After the Squadron flight, Lieuts. Arthur 
Meehan, George McGuire and Ray Allemang put on a-short exhibition of individual 
acrobatics. This was curtailed greatly because of low gas supply, due to exces- 
sive gas consumption resulting from the high. repem, of the engine during the 
Squadron flight. This ended flying for ‘the day. - 

.. Monday morning mae with an order for the Pursuit and Attack Squadrons. to 
be on the: elert from 8 o'clock on. At 9:04 o'clock a friendly Observation plane 
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avpeared and dropped a.message ordering the two squadrons to take off immediate. 


ly, the Attackers to machine-gun and bomb sroops discovered moving along a bax ; 
road, and the Pursuiters to furnish snecial support. 
The Attack planes took att oe 9;08 with the 27th planes ready on the gro ; 


waiting for the last Aitack plere to clear the field. ‘he Fort Crockett Ships 
-Tade two attacks on ground troon 1S apeares in close order and the Pursuit Pilots 
reported two enemy Observation planes shot down with no losses suffered in re 
turn. Both Squadrons remained cn the alert efter that mission, and at 11:10 
another. message was droyed ordeving an immediate take-off on a duplicate mis. 
sion. Tho more observation planes were reported shot down by the Pursuiters 

. with ng losses of planes or personnel. 

Night. maneuvers consisted of Lombers attemmting to penetrate an eneny 
searchlight and machine gun baryreyze. The »lancs were required to proceed dom 
a theoretical lane outlined by two fixed searchlights, two out of three reach 
ing their objective without being picked up by the lights. An unconfirmed re 
port came out that nicht that the Pursuiters would finish their part. of the 
maneuvers the following morniag and could start home that day, spending only 
two days at Fort Benning instead of the exnected week or more. Word also had 
been received from Lieut. Swain that his ship had been rejaired, so he was in- 
structed to desért his Kentucky hosts and return to Selfridge, since the mis- 
sion of the 27th was nearly compieted. The final order of the day for the 
Pursuit pilots was to be on the alert the following morning after 7:00 o'clock, 

At 7:20 the next morning en order came through’ for the 27th to take off 
immediately on a special sumsort and ground straffing mission. The Squadron 
also was informed thet this would be its final mission and that it would be free 
to start home immediately afterward. The 17 ships were in the air in less than 
five mimutes, and in 20 minutes were back on the ground with the pilots making 
ready for the return to Selfridze Field. The most interesting part :of this 
final maneuver was that the ground troops were so ‘interested in the diving: 
planes that they. forgot to desloy when they were being attacked. . 

Everything was ready by 10:35, and the Squadron took off with Louisville 
scheduled as the first stop. An overcast sky, however, kept lowering until, when 
_ about 75. miles out of Nashville, the ceiling was dow to where the Squadron was 

keeping to the valleys anc barcly able to hop over the low hills when, necessary 
to keep on the course. Severe local storms made frequent detours erie ica 
@ general rain made horizontal visibility very poor. 

Since it appeared impracticable to attempt to goon to Louisville, the 
Squadron finally landed at Nashville's Sky Harbor, heres ghly soaked again. Lt. 
Olds, in his C-9, had taken off about an hour ahead of the Squadron and was there 
waiting. " Lieut. Henry, not having left until after the departure of the Squad- 

. Ton, caught the full force of the tad weather and was forced to land his ship in 
a plowed field near Athens, Ala. » With no damege to the ship, but to the inteme 
delight of the countryside. 

The weather continned bad and col a, so the Squadron spent: the night at 
Nashville and tool: off the next day at about noon under a still threatening sky 
and with the temperature near forty degrees. A stop was made. at Louisville for 
gas and a weather revort, and another at Fairfield for gas. ‘The take-off from 
there was made at 4; 320, with the temperature still lower, and 17 damp and half 
frozen Pursuiters landed at Selfridge Field shortly after six. The temperature 
was about 20 degrees lower than at the start of the trip, and everyone had worn 
light flying suits with corresvondingly light cldthing, and a few had gloves. 
Lieut. Olds arrived shortly following the arrival of:the Squadron in his comfort- | 
_ably heated Ford. Lieut. Henry still was in Alabama awaiting vetter weather. 

The trip had Veen the first opoortunity for a First Pursuit Group Squadron 
to. use radio under field and extended’ cross-country conditions and, as a whole, 
the results were satisfactory. Storms of varying degree and the accompanying 
static disturbances | prévailed during almost the entire trip, and no doubt some 
of the trouble encountered should be traced to those conditions. Clearer recep 
tion. and longer range transmission still: are to be desired. ‘ 

During the cross-country flying, Captain Blessley controlled his Squadron by FE 
radio instructions to his fligut leaders and usually was able to establish satis 
factory communication, the flight loacei’s reoslying by wing signals. ‘The officers | 
making thé trip were: Captain R.C.W. Blessley, Commanding; lst Liets. C.E.Henry, | 
R.L. Culbertson, 2nd Lieuts. 7.S. Olds, J.W. Kirby, B.L.’ Boatner, R.M. Ramey, [| 
_ A.W. Meehan, G.F. Smith, Francis Griswold, C.E. LeMay, G.F. McGuire, Air Corps, 
EC, Tavis, EW, Mosher, W.R. Allemang, R.W. Humphreys, E.G. Carlisle, R.P. Todd, 

: ~201- u6154, A.C. 
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and W. R. Swain, Air Corns Reserve. 

Majer-General Frank R. McCoy,, ee oe the Fourth Corps Area, addressed 
the following letter, under date of Avril 22 1931, to Major George H. Brett, 
Commanding Officer of Selfridge Field, Mich.: 

"Your 27th Pursuit Squadron, under ‘the leadershi> of Captain R.C. Blessley, 
Air Corps, contributed greatly to the success of the Fourth Corns Area Exer- 
cises-at Camp Leonard Wood, Fort Benning, Georgia. 

Their demonstration on Sunday before the officers and enlisted men of the 
Corps Area, and the largest number of civilians ever to gather at Fort Benning, 
I believe, did much for the Army as a whole, and for the Air Corps in particu- 
lar. It also ,ave an opsortunity for the military personnel at Fort Benning 
to gain some lmowledge of the operation of military aviation. © 

I wish to thank you and the officers and men for their services during 
the time they were with us here at Fort Benning. ° 

~-=000--~ : 


‘ TWO AIR CORPS MEN AWARDED DECORATION 

At a formal review of the troops at the Air Corns Primary Flying School 
at March Field, Riverside, Calif., on April 25th, 2nd Lieut. William A. Matheny 
and Staff Sergeant J .A. Arthur, Air Corps, were presented with the Soldier's 
Medal by Major J.T. McNarney, Commandant of the School. At 9:00 a.m., the 

squadrons assigned to the field marched into line on the landing mat, each 
squadron being in a colum of platoons. Major L.A. Walton, the Commander of 
Troops, presented the command to Major McNayney, who with his staff made an 
inspection of the troops. Lieut. Matheny and Sgt. Arthur marched to the front 
accompanied by the colors. The Adjutant, Lieut. L.E. Sharon, read the General 
Order awarding the Medal, after which Major McNarney stepped forvard and 
pinned same on the breasts of the recipients. The command then passed in 
review to Lieut. Matheny, Sergeant Arthur, the Commandant and his staff. 

The actsof heroism for which Liewt. Matheny and Sergeant Arthur were thus 
honored were yublished in General Orders of the War Department, viz: 

"William A. Matheny, second lieutenant, Air Corps, United States Army. 
For heroism when an LB-6 airplane ¢rashed and burned near Managua, Nicaragua, 
August 30, 1929. The airplane piloted by Lieut. Dwight Canfield and Lieut. 
Matheny, one of four being ferried to the Canal Zone, crashed, due to leaking 
gasoline and fire in one of the motors. Both officers were thrown free of the 
airplane at the time of the crash, and Lieut. Matheny, after running a few 
steps looked back and saw “ieut. Canfield on the ground near the burning lane 
and unable to move. At great personal risk, knowing that both of them were 
drenched with gasoline, he ran back and assisted Lieut. Canfield to his feet, 
the clothing of both catching fire. He then attempted to extinguish the 
flames from the clothing of Lieut. Canfield by rolling him in the wet grass, 
after which he extinguished the flames from his own clothing. Lieut. Matheny 
received painful and severe burns and Lieut. Canfield died later from the 
burns received. ‘The heroism displayed by Lieut. Matheny reflects great credit 
on himself and the military service." 

"James H. Arthur (Army- Serial No. 6527372), staff sergeant, 70th Service 
Squadron, Air Corps, United States Army. For heroism near Oleander, Calif., 
about seven miles south of Fresno, Calif., on May 2, 1930, While riding the 
pilot's cockpit as mechanic in ‘charge of Army Fokker, C-2 Transport, the micarta 
propeller blades of the right engine broke at the hub and were thrown off, one 
blade passing through the cabin, ‘the other striking and seriously damaging the 
entering edge of the right wing. ‘The damage caused by the blades and the 
terrific vibration of the engine caused a violent wing flutter attendant with 
full: loss of aileron control. Partial fore and aft control remained to the 
pilot, but the control wheel was bouncing back and forth through a considerable 
arc. Fearing that the plane would go to vieces at any moment, the pilot 
directed Sergeant Arthur to clear the cabin of the six enlisted men who were 
passengers. After complying with this order, Sgt. Arthur, instead of leaving 
the plane himself, elected to remain so that he might be of assistance to the 
pilot in case of a serious crash which seemed imminent. With complete disre- 
gard of his ow personal safety,::Szgt .. Arthur. remained with the plane until the 
landing had been made, when he promptly assured himself of his pilot's safety. 
oe conduct reflects great credit upon himself and the military 
service. 

Lieut. Matheny was previously »resented with ie Cheney Award for his - 
heroism as cited above. ~202- V~6154, A.C. 








WORLD WAR "ACE" PASSES ON. oY 


‘the number of surviving American "Aces" of the World War was reduced to 

54. Lieut. Tuff was in ill health for a number of years, friends of his 
stating.that he never fully recovered from injuries he received due to a crash 
wnile performing acrobatics in connection with the Victory Loan Campaign in 
May, 1919. During the vast five vears he resided at Southern Pines, N.C., in 
an endeavor to regain his health but, shortly following his return to 
Cleveland, his condition grew worse and he died on Avril 26th. 

Lieut. Iuff was born in Cleveland, Ohio, on July 9, 1896, graduated from 
the public schools and the Cleveland Heights High School, and after attending 
the Case School of Apnlied Science for three years, enlisted on May 12, 1917, 
in the Officers! Training Camp at Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana. Two months 
later he joined the American wing of the Royal Flying Corps, Toronto, Canada, 
and being discharged from the Infantry training camp, enlisted as a Private in 
the Aviation Section, Signal Corvs. 

After completing his primavy flying training he was, on November 25, Amt, 
assigned to the 28th U.S. Aero Squadron, with which organization he . 
served as instructor and slight commander until January 20, 1918, the day fol- 
lowing his appointment as a lst Lieutenant. Ordered for duty overseas, Lieut, 
‘Inff arrived in England early in March and was attached to the British Royal 
Air Force for advanced flying training. From July 13th to September 19th, — 
1918, he was attached to the 74th Squadron, Royal Air Force, in the field. He 
then served for brief ‘periods in several American training centers, and for a 
time was engaged in ferrying SZ-5 air>lanes from England to France. On Noven- 
ber 15, 1918, he was assigmed to.the 25th U,S. Aero Squadron as flight command- 
er. Following his return to’ to the United States, he Was, on February 21, 
1919, honorably discharged from the service. 

While serving with the 74th Squadron, . ‘British Royal Air Force, Lieut. 
Iuff shot down three enemy vlanes and to. balloons. He was decorated by the 
British Government with the Distinguished. Fl ying Cross, ‘and the Commanding 
Officer of the 25th U.S. Asro Squadron, in recommending him for the award of 
the Distinguished Service Cross, stated that Lieut. Iuff exhibited at all 
times great skill and daring and assisted , greatly in imbuing his comrades with 
the true offensive s>irit, 

In the citation accomanying the: avard ‘of the Distinguished Flying Cross 
by the British govermiént, it was stated. that"on August 30, 1918, Lieut. luff 
-performed brilliant and valuable work in, attacicing and silencing an enemy 
battery west of Bouvincourt. When this: battery reopened fire, he again 
attacked it and, after silencing it, stameded the battery transxort. In all 
he has destroyed or taken part in the destruction of three aircraft, besides 
driving down two others comletely out of control. His work in attacking 


‘€round, targets has been of the greatest value." — 
fies: 2 MAR OO) 


I: the death at his home in Cleveland, Ohio, of Lieut. Frederick E. Inf, 


A VALUABLE MANUAL FOR ENGINE MECHANICS 


Aviation engine mechanics. end others interested in aircraft power plants 
will find Training Manual No. 2170-13, entitled "The Airplane Engine Mechanic," 
particularly helpful to then. This mammal. comprises 248 pages, contains many 
illustrations and diagrams , and treats on 32 different subjects in connection 
with the care, operation, revair and maintenance of airvlane engines, both 
air and water-cooled tyves. Among the subjects touched unon are Ignition, 
Cooling, Iubrication, Sunerfchargers, Testing, Carburetion, Principles of 
Electricity, Wiring, Tréuble-Shootine, etc. . . 

This mamal may be obtained from ‘the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 


_ Government Printing. Qifice, Washington, D.C. for the sum of 80 cents. 
Pinas Messe 


‘The month of. April, was PARSE ely aay one at the Test Hangar’ - of the 
Rockwell Air Depot, Calif. Sixty visiting airylanes were flow into the Depot 
for mechanical check-up and necessary renairs, enroute to various Air Corps 
stations, This was in addition to thirty- airnlanes turned out of the Depot 


which had undergone major and minor overhaul. 
~203— V-6154, A. Ce 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


ies of Station: To Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington: Major 
Jacod H. RUGOlph and Cartain Asa N, Duncan, upon completion course of instruc- 
tion at Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
: fo Matériel Division, Wright Field, Ohio: 1st Lieut. Albert B. Pitts, 
upon completion present course of: instruction at Sheffield Scientific School, 
Yale University; Captain Harrison W. Flickinger, Langley Field; lst Lieuts. 
Robert S. Heald and Donald R, Goodrich, won completion present course of 
instruction at Army Industrial College, Washington. 
To Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala.: Major P.E. Van Nostrand, Langley 
Field, Va.;.1st Lieut. Harry H. Mills, from Middletown, Pa. Air Depot; Capt. 
Wm. 0. Butler, upon expiration of tour of foreign service; Major Hume Peabody 
as Assistant Commandant and Capt. Edmund W. Hill as member of faculty at 








' pir Corps Tactical School upon completion course of instruction at Command 


and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth; lst Lieut. Arnold H. Rich, upon 
completion tour of duty in Panama. 
To Mitchel Field, N.Y.; lst Lieut. “illis R. Taylor, Scott Field. 
To Chanute: Field, Ill.; 2nd Lieuts. Anthony Q. Mustoe, Albert W.Shepherd, 
Harold L. Mace; Hollingsworth F. Gregory, from Maxwell Field; Captain Edwin 
F. Carey, upon. completion tour of duty in Panama. 
To Rockwell Field, Calif.: 1st Lieut. George F. Schulgen, Wright Field. 
To Hawaiian Department; end Lieut. Murray C. Woodbury, Maxwell Field, 














‘gailing about Oct. end; lst Lieut. Edward H. White, Kelly Field, Aug. 8th. 


To the Philippines: 2nd Lieut. Frederick L. Anderson, Jr., from Mitchel 
Field, sailing from New York about Nov. 4th; 2nd Lieut. George E. Henry, March 
Field, sailing from San Francisco about Nov. 25th fram San Francisco; end Lieut. 
James B, Barwell, from Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, sailing Nov. 25th. 

fo Panama Canal Zone: Captain Alvan C. Kincaid, from Air Corps Training 
Center, Duncan Field, Texas, sailing from New York Aug. 12th; Captain Franklin 
0. Carroll, Wright Field, 0., sailing from New York about July 9th. 

_ fo Air Coros Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas; ond Lieut. George E. 
Price, Rockwell Field, Calif.; Ist Lieut. Thomas L. Gilbert (orders assigning 











_ him to Iangley Field amended); lst Lieut. John A. Laird, Hawaii. 


To March Field, Calif.; lst Liewt. Harold D. Smith, from Panama; lst Lieut. 


William C. Morris from Philippines; 1st Lieut. Harold F. Rouse from Hawaii. 


To Bolling Field, D.C.: Ist Liewt. Thomas D. White from March Field. 

To Fort Sam Houston, Texas: Major Frank D. Lackland to command Air Corps 
Troops, upon completion of instruction at Command and General Staff School. 

To Chicago, Tll.: Capt. Carl W. Commell as Air Officer, 6th Corps Area, 
won completion course of instruction at Command and General Staff School. 

To Selfridge Field, Mich.; Captain George S. Warren from duty as student 
at Babson Institute, Boston, Mass. 

To Brooks Field, Texas: (For course of instruction at Primary Flying 
School, commencing July 1, 1931) - ist Lieut. John P. Kirkendall, from March 
Field, Calif.; (For course commencing Oct. 15th) - Capt. Clarence H. Welch, 
from Army Industrial College, Washington, D.C. 

To Scott Field, Ill.; Capt. Philiy Schneeberger, from Army Industrial 
College, Washington, D.C.; lst Lieut. Leslie A. Skinner from.Philippines; 2nd 
Lieut. George R. Bienfang from Walter Reed General Hospital, Washington, D.C. 

To New Haven, Conn.: 2nd Lieut. Roger V. Williams, Chamute Field, as stu- 
dent at Sheffield Scientific School, Yale University. | 

To Mid@letown, Pa., Air Depot: Cant. Edward Leughlin, Fairfield Air Depot. 

To West Point, N.Y. (U.S. Military Academy) 2nd Lieut. Dyke F. Meyer, 
Marshall Field, Kansas, 

To Panama Canal Dept.: lst Lieut. Charles P. Cabell, Kelly Field, Texas. 


RESERVE OFFICERS ORDERED TO EXTENDED ACTIVE DUTY: (June 25th to December 
e3rd, 1931) - To Fort Crockett, Texas: 2nd Lieuts. John E. Sandow, Natick, 
Mass.; James N. Going, Topeka, Kans.; Wm. H. Sykes, Smithfield, Va.; Louis 
Sanford Wait, Superior, Neb.; Joseph A. Anderson, San Diego, Calif.; Maurice M. 
Beach, Detroit, Mich. — To Post Field, Okla.: Charles ‘Hart Miller, Millersburg, 
ky. - To Selfridge Field, Mich.; Felix Waitkus, Chicago, Il11.; Robert J, Hixson, 
Greencastle, Ind.; Claude L. Brignall, Chicago, I1l.; John M. Pincomb, Overland 
Park, ‘Kansas; Robert W. ‘Humphreys, Keithsburg, I11.; Kenneth W. Mosher, Sandwich, 
Ill. - To Lancley Field; Ya.; Lester E. Wagner, Fort Dodge, Iowa; Clifton D. 
































Wright, Rock Hill, §.C.; Robert P. Doolittle, South Bend; Ind.; $t 
= p C.; Robert P ph e, Sou tents ahs: Me, 





Oshkosh, Wis. ~ To Mather Field, Calif.: George Edward Rodieck; Palestine, Tex, : 
Joe Crist Britton, Enid, Okla. =-To Crissy Field, Calif.: L.J.. Miller, Oekland.” 
Calif. - To Rockwell Field, Calii.: John D. Kreyssler, Long Beach, Calif.; Fm 
A. Fisk, San Diego, Calif. -.To Selfridge Field, Mich. : Eldred L. Gann, Burden, 
Kansas. (From July 2 to Dec. 31, 1981) To “Fort Grockett, Texas; Robert Allen 
Bolyard, Indiananolis, Ind.; Saumel S. luckols, Moorestown, N.J.;, Charles ¥, 
Causey, Jr.; John Mell Seleebiues Jr., Los Angeles, Calif. - To Langley Field, 
Va.: Hllis D. Shannon, Evergreen, Hae Francis A. Wilegus, Rockford, [11l.; 
Stanley G. Winch, Sanford, Me.; Hrmish MeLella 1d, Cleveland, 0. ~- To Selfri 
Field, Mich.::Paul M. Norman, Des uiheny ‘Iowa; Frank E. Quindry, Chicago, 111,.- 
To Scott Field; I11.: Thomas N. Charles, Knoxville, Tenn.; Oscar K. Harris, 
Groseclose, Va.; George H, Stokes, Covington, Tenn. - To Mitchel Field, N.Y.; 
Iucius R. Holbrook, Jr., Fort Bragg, N.C.; Christy Mathewson, Jr., Saranac Take, 
N.Y. - To Crissy Field, Calif.: Ted A. Smith, Seattle, Wash. - To Selfridge 
Field, Mich.; Hugh Osborne Coleman, Covington, Ky. (June 30, 1931 to June 30, 
1932) 2nd Lieut. Louis E. Hobbs, San Antonio. © 

Relieved from Detail to the Air Corps: end ‘Lieut. Dana S. Alexander to the 
6th Coast Artillery, Fort Wintieid Scott, Calif. —. 

Promotions: Major William C. McChord to-Lieut. ~Colonel, rank. from May 1, 
1931; 2nd Liewt. Charles H. Caldwell: to lst Lieut., rank from May 1, 1931. 

Detailed to the Air Corns, and to Brooks Field by July 1, ‘1931, for 
primary flying training: 2nd Lievts. John F.M. Kohler and O'Neill K. Kane, 
Cavalry; John H. Kochevar, Coast Artillery; Lee B.. Washbourne, Engineers. 

Orders Revoked: Assignment of Cant sain Carl F. Greene to Hawaiian Denartment; 
assignment of Captain Walter F. Krens Crissy Field, to Air ony Tactical . 
School, Maxwell Field, la. 
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PROGRESS OF TRAINING AT KELLY FIELD, “TEXAS... 


With the derarture of 69 Flying Cadets and two student officers to partici- 
pate in the Air Cor-s Maneuvers, the treining division at the Air Corps ‘Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, is nearly at a. standstill. There remain 32 
students. The Pursuit Section left but three, and they are taking transition in 
Attack Section. The Observation Section left the three foreign student officers, 
The Attack Section has ten students remaining, and the Bombardment Section, 
twelve. The latter devarted on a cross-country, flight on the 18th to Dallas, 
and Fort Hliss, Texas, and returned to Kelly Field-on'the Zlst. The Attack 
Section will not, take their cross-country until after the Maneuvers. 

Three students have been held over for training with the next class, viz: 
end Lieut. Harold Q. Huglin, who was injured in an airplane crash in May, and 
Flying Cadets H.C. Denison and Kenneth H. Greeson,: who will be unable to com. 
plete their training due to time lost through SLiness. 2+ 2 

= Q00r—— : ; 


LIEUT. GAFFNEY'S QUAINT EXPERIENCE 


First Lieut. Dale yY. Gaffney, an instructor. in the Pursuit Section at the 

Air Corps Advanced Flying School; Kelly Field, Texas, was forced to make a land- 
ing on May 9th ina tax-pa-er's. “Back yard in the city: of Austin, Texas. He was 
accompanying a flight of studeuts’flying a »ractice formation in. »vreparation 
for the Maneuvers when his: motor "cut out," forcing him to land in a 50-foot 
yard. Lieut. Geffney was uninjured and flew another plane back to Kelly Field. 
His plane was badly damaged, 

Pee 


Major-General Edward M. Lewis; Retired, was an interested visitor in Dayton 
during the Air Corns Maneuvers. Hé was the guest of Lieut. and Mrs. Clements 
McMullen for several weeks. The father of Mrs. Clements McMillen was en route 
from Berkeley, Calif., his present home, to attend the 45th reunion of his Class 
at West Point. General Lewis ser. ved with the Infantry during the Spanish- 
American War and the Phili: mine Ivsuricction, and he assisted. in. nolicing San 
Francisco during the earthquake aid fie of 1906. In 1916 he was in command of 
a brigade on the Texas border. In 1917 ‘he joined General Pershing overseas and 
for a time was in command of all American: troops stationed around Paris. Mrs. 
Lewis accompanied the aint on 1 his ‘visit to Dayton. ) 
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RADIO BROADCAST BY PURSUITaNS OVLR CLEVELAND 















e KIND to us and send in our 
Radio News to the News 
LETTER. We want to 

Keep the Trad/0 Page 

Goings Help Use 


The Chamber of Commerce of Cleveland, 
Ohio, gave a luncheon recently in honor of 
the late Ambassador Myron T. Herrick, at 





aviator and former Army pilot, was the @ 
nonor guest. The officers of the First aie, 2 Ps F ® 
Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., were — £82 WH - baa 
invited to attend this function. During qx Ya FA 

. h 


the luncheon, Major Doolittle was presented 
with the Harmon Trovhy for his experiments 
in blind flying while working with the 
Guggenheim Foundation in 1929. 

The First Pursuit Group, consisting of .- ' 
four squadrons and a total of 52 airplanes, 
arrived over Cleveland at 10:00 a.m., and 
subjected that city to a theoretical attack Uy 
from the air. All squadron and flight com- 
manders' planes were equipped with radio, 
and the attack was directed from the Groun 
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Commander's »vlane by means of radio control. 


During the attack, Radio Station WTAM, Cleveland, broadcasted a description of 
the maneuver, including a re-broadcast of Major Brower's commands to his at- 
tacking forces and a short address from Major Brett, Post Commander of Selfridge 
Field, while flying over the city. 

After landing at the Cleveland Municival Airport, the officers of the 
Group were quickly trans 0rted to the luncheon, where they had the vleasure of 
meeting the distinguished guests »resent, among whom and of special interest to 
Army pilots was the famous Canadian war "Ace," Colonel William A. Bishon. 

An interesting side-light on this maneuver was the fact that a continuous 
two-way radio commnication was maintained between Selfridge Field and »lanes 
of the Group until their arrival at their home station. 

The success of the pick-up and rebroadcast is indicated by the following 
letter received by the Commanding Officer of the First Pursuit Group from Mr. 
§.H. Leonard, Chief Engineer of WTAM, the National Broadcasting Company, Inc., 
Cleveland; 

"Dear Major Brower: 
We. certainly want to thank you for the wonderful cooveration which you 


"gave WIAM in your recent flight over Cleveland. Without a question this was the 


most, successful and best airolane broadcast that we have ever undertaken, and 

we have had quite a few in the past. It was successful from the very start to 
the finish. We received every one of your commands from your radio ship with 

wonderful volume and steadiness. We installed two receivers at various »oints 
in the city, anticinating that we might have some trouble on the radio vick-up, 
which has generally been the case before. . However, we could pick wp your sig- 
hal and use either receiver at will at any time during the entire program. We 


Calibrated our receivers by an oscillator to 490 kilocycles, and listening on 


this point we »icked up your signals with good ‘volume a half hour before you 
arrived over Cleveland. Everyone has been very. much enthused over the whole 
event and we of the Engineering Devartment felt very much pleased at the excel- 
lent way in which your radio equinment functioned. 

We have received a great deal of comment regarding the entire flight and 
excellent show which was exhibited over our city and the novelty of hearing the 
commands by radio, then watch the planes execute orders was a real thrill. ‘The 
timing of the. entire event was also a wonderful thing to me. 

Again thanking you for your cooperation, I am, 

Sincerely yours, yee: 
(Sgd.) S.E. Leonard, Chief Engineer." 
- =——000--— 


_ The 36th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, \‘ich., now.has four P-6's 
equipped with the new BCR-167 Receivers. Splendid results have been obtained 
in reception both from the ground and from the air. As yet, no tests have been 
made to determine their absolute range, but one pilot has listened in on the 
Ford Transport when it was 75 miles away. ‘The radio ships are now in great de- 
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mand for cross-country flights for, in addition to receiving weather revorts, 
a few turns of the tuner brings in sweet strains that are always floating iy 
the air. 

The personnel of the 57th Service Squadron have now equipped five P.12) 
planes with SCR-133 transmitters to BO-167 receivers, which work on a fixed 
antenna. The sensivity of the BC-167 receiver has revived the old SCR-133, 
and it is being used until the arrival of the new Conmand Sets. Tests have 
indicated that two-way communication can be onerated as far as 15 miles apart, 
and a greater range is expected when the sets are all given the final tuning, 

For the Maneuvers the First Pursuit Group has 20 receiving sets and 10 
transmitters, besides the Transnorts, which are equinped ‘for two-way 
communication. 

~--000——- 


SCOTT FIELD PHOTOGRAPHERS COMPLETE LARGE LARGE AERIAL SURVEY 


Another excellent record was made on a Geological Survey project just con. 
pleted by the 2lst Photo Section, Scott Field, Ill. This project, which in- 
cluded about 1350 square miles in Louisiana and 2273 square miles in Louisiana, 
involved ten weeks! work. 

The field work on these vrojects was performed by lst Loeut. Willis R, 
Taylor, with Master Sergeant Nico G. Louwnos as »hotogranher and Sergeant Jos, 
C. McCullough as mechanic. ‘The party left Scott Field on January 22nd and re- 
turned on April 6th. During the Louisiana ».roject, New Orleans was used as a 
base, while Memohis, Tenn., and Jackson, Miss., were the starting points for 
the Mississippi job, — 

All photographs were made from 14,000 feet altitude with a K-S camera, 
using an 84-inch lens. In his revort, Lieut. Taylor states that the use of 
this lens, as compared with the 12-inch lens, reduces the cost of the work 
nearly half. The »vroject was also favored by weather conditions, as 21 of 
the 73 days were favorable. This gave a monthly average of 9.6 days on which 
photogranhic work could be performed, and this figure is far higher than is 
usually encountered on similar »rojects. 

---000--— 


LIQUID OXYGEN IN HIGH ALTITUDE FLYING BY 94TH. 


The 94th Pursuit Squadron, lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., is 
going thru their paces again with the sky (literally) as the limit and with a 
can full of liquid oxygen as the means of keeping alive. Pilots are not even 
allowed to take along a ham sandwich or a cup of coffee. 

The new type of equivment is satisfactory in many respects, but there is 
one thing certain - it takes a whole lot longer to service 18 ships with this 
“liquid life" than it takes to service just one ship. "Of course," says the 
News Letter Correspondent, "this is not intended to be taken to heart by the 
boys down at Dayton, for'‘they are pretty good friends of ours, but it is just 
an idea that we are passing on for future generations to remember - ‘Don't 
believe everything you hear.! 

On the first flight with the new equipment, the pilots went up single in 
order to get used to the manner of handling the valves, etc. It was found at 
first that there were a mumber of leaks in the lines, and not all of the 
pilots could get enough pressure on the lines to stay up very long. lvery- 
thing is in ship shape now, though, and the Skivper promises plenty of cold 
weather flying for the squadron even in the warmest weather next sunmer. 

A regular diary is being kept showing a record of all the troubles and 
defects encountered in the flights. It is hoped that this will be of assis- 
tance in improving all oxygen equipment used in the Air Corns." 

= O00——-- 


On April 30th, the 54th School Squadton, Air Corps, at March Field, Calif. 
was demobilized and the personnel thereof transferred to the Bombardment Squat 


rons now being organized at this station. 
The’ 47th School Squadron and the Headquarters Squadron are scheduled to 

leave March Field for Randolph Field on June lst. 
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PRAISE FOR SOOT? FITLD PROM BOY SCCur OFFICIALS 


As an oh canes to the demonstration given at. Scctt. Field on April 18th 
for the Boy Scouts of St.Louis and Southern Illinois, Lt,-Col. John A. Paogelow 
has been receiving seine of thanks in every mail.. The appreciation shown by 
these letters is far in excess of the anticipations of the personnel connected 
with the demonstration and goes a long way toward repaying those who expended 
many hours in planning and carrying ovt the activities of the day. 

While most of the letters have come from Executives and Scoutmasters con- 
nected with the various troops which attended the demonstration that day, there 
were also many letters from parents, school teachers and even some from. various 
schools. To show the appreciation with which the demonstration was received, 
it is believed that extracts from some of these letters will be interesting. 

‘Scout Executive Earle 7. Beciman, of the St. Louis Council, which has 
membership of about 8,000, states in part, "We hasten to express to you the decp 
appreciation of the many hundreds of St. Louis Scouts and of the St. Louis Coun- 
cil Headquarters, for the untiring efforts of yourself and jour associates in 
making possible the delightful entertainment at Scott Field last Saturday. 

"Will you kindly extend to all of your associates, the sincere gratitude 
and deep appreciation of the St. Louis Council for the efforts put forth in our 
behalf and for the courteous treatment that we received on every hand. 

"It is a splendid thing for youth and for aviation that such a man as Col. 
Paegelow lives, and the interest that you constantly manifest in youth is an 
inspiration to all of us engaged in work with boys." 

Another Scout Executive writes: "We wish to assure you that the arrange-. 
ments. you made for this entertainment of the boys was one hundred per cent 
perfect, and each and ‘everyone of the boys of this Vroop were unanimous in 
expressing themselves as having had the most perfect day of their lives in 
the line of entertainment. - The writer assures you that after sounding out 


the sentiment of the toys at last night's rea aes rou will have any number 
_of applications for future aviation stucents." 


The Scout Execut ive of East St. Louis st —— "avery boy left this demon- 
stration a booster for aviation and air-minded to the highest degree. We en- 
joyed ourselves every minuie of the time and your coeperns im and interest in 
Scouting is greatly appreciated." 

From Alton, Iilinois, the Scout Executive wrthee "Tn this modern day 
when we hear so mich about eviation, it is most gravifying to actually witness 
the combined mechanical prozress and s'rill.such as was.cemonstrated at Scott 
Field. I thiw: you are to be congratulated for your wisdom in inviting the 
scouts, who eventvaliy no doubt, will heave consideravle influence and interest 
in the develoyvment of our air-mindedness." 

There. are many similar expresious of appreciation in other letters, and it 
is believed that the influeuce of demonstrations of this nature will have a 
very benefitial effect on aviation when these boys:reach the age when they will 
be able to fly and have their.say on aviation matters. 

" =--000.-— , 


--TRAWSFER OF SCOTT FIELD AIRSHIP TO. LANGLEY FIELD 


The Air Corps! newest non-rigid airship, the TC-11-271, is to leave Scott 
Field for its new hone at Langle:r Field, Va. This airship, which is tae only 
closed cabin dirigible in the Air Corps, was received about two years ago and 
has been subjected to a series of test -_ ag tree flights under the di- 
rection of the Ingineering Department of the Air Dep Various changes have 
been made in its orizinal design, including the insi: 8 tion of more glass in 
a front of the cabin to increase visibility, and aang rearrangement of the 

nstruments. The Engineering Department now believes this ship is satisfactory, 
ne the Langley Field airship pilots will.be given: a ene to thoroughly test 
and pass judgment. on it. 

The detail from Langley Field, which will fly the airship to its new base 
include lst Lieuts. James C. Shively and Wilfred J. Paul, Tech. Sets. Ronald H. 
Short and S.L. Cheska and Staff Set. Ralph Quinn. 

—--000—-— . 


The 94th Squadron, lst Pursuit Groun, Selfridce. Field, nen was recently 


_SqMipped with the new P-l2D Pursuit plane, which is powered with the new "E" 
. €ngine, designed especially for the highest of altitude flights. 
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COMIAND RADIO SET TESTED 
By A. M. Jacobs 


() N May 14th, three planes took the air at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, for 





the purpose of testing a new type of command radio set with which they 

were equipped. This is a small low-powered set of light weight, develop. 
ed by the Western Electric Co. at the instigation of the Materiel Division for 
use in commanding Pursuit squadrons in the air. Heretofore, the Army has not 
had a set sufficiently light for installation in Pursuit »vlanes without the 
sacrifice of other equipment necessary for war purnoses, so that this develop- 
ment has been deemed quite essential. 

Major A.H. Gilkeson, Chief of the Equipment Branch, Materiel Division, 
piloted a Pursuit plane (P-l2). Lieut. Albert F. Hegenberger flew Captain J.6, 
Whitesides and Captain T.C. Rives, the latter of the Signal Corps, in a Ford 
Transvort {C-9). Lieut. W.G. Smith, in an 0-16, had with him Mr. W.G. Eaton, 
Radio ongineer, as passenger. 

During the flight, three-way conversation was maintained between the 
planes and the ground station at Wright Field. t+ was honed for from these 
‘sets was reliable communication at a distance of 15 miles, but the results far 
exceeded exnectations. On throttling down his motor, Major Gilkeson heard a 
conversation taking »lace a hundred miles away between Lieuts. Hegenberger and 
Smith, who were flying at a distance of 80 miles from each other. Two-way con- 
versation between the Transport and Observation »lane was carried on quite 
easily at a distance of one hundred miles. Between the Pursuit and Transport 
plane, the range was reduced to 50 miles because of the small size of the 
Pursuit antenna which extends from wing to tail. The trailing wire type of 
antenna, which would be more efficient, is not practical for formation flying, 
and so was not installed in this >lane. 

Near Cincinnati, the engine in Major Gilkeson's »lane started to miss and 
throw out black smoke, a trouble attributed to sticking valves. Major Gilkeson 
asked Lieut. Smith to keen a close touch on his location, because it seemed very 
likely that he would be forced to land and, having an important engagement in 
Dayton that evening, he wanted another plane flown to him in case of that emer- 
gency,in order that his return might be delayed as little as possible. Lieut. 
Smith was able to keep a perfect check on the Major's position, although the 
trouble passed and the forced landing »roved unnecessary. Lieut. Hegenberger 
flew to Louisville and return, the other lanes covering about half that dis- 
tance befcre returning to the field, Further tests will be conducted with this 
equipment. 





--~000--~ 
OVER A SCORE OF RESERVE OFFICERS FERRIED FROM DETROIT TO CHICAGO 


Three Trans xort airplanes were recently flown from Selfridge Field, Mt. 
Clemens, Mich., to Chicago, I1l., for the purpose of ferrying 22 Reserve Offi- 
cers to the Sixth Coxps Area and taking part with them in the Corns Area map 
problem. Selfridge Field officers particinating in the flight were Major Geo. 
H. Brett, the Commanding Officer of the Post; Major Gerald E. Brower, Commanding 
the First Pursuit Group; Lieut. Harry A. Johnson, commanding the 94th Pursuit 
Squadron, and Lieut. John S. Griffith, Operations Officer of the Field. 

The return flight to Selfridge Field was made two days later. All Reserve 
officers expressed themselves as highly entmsiastic with air transportation 
for military personnel.- 

-~-000-=— 


DISPOSITION OF "HAWAIIAN FLIGHT" ARMY PLANE 


At the request of the Governor of Hawaii that the Army trans-Pacific air 

plane, "Bird of Paradise," be retained in the Islands, General Douglas MacArthur, 
Chief of Staff, acting for the Secretary of War, has given instructions to the 
Commanding General, Hawaiian Department, that this famed airplane be kept at Iuke 
Field, near Honolulu, on exhibition, until a permanent place of exhibition can 
be prepared. This Fokker tri-motored Army Transport plane, piloted by Lieuts. 
_ Lester J. Maitland and Albert F, Hegenberger, Air Corps, from Oakland, Calif., to 
Hawaii, June 28-29, 1927, has been in active service in the Islands until recent- 
ly, when it was partially dismantled and placed in storage after several years of 
honorable and active service. 
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OFFICERS DETATLED AS STUDENTS AT AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL 


A total of 26 Air Corss officers were detailed by War Denartment orders to 
duty as students at the Air Corss Tactical School, Maxwell Field, Montgomery, 
Mla., for the 1931-1932 course, revorting not later than Sept. 15th next, viz: 
Vajors Douglas =. Netherwood, Frank M. Kennedy, Cant. Zlmer E. Adler, lst Lieuts. 
Arthur I. Ennis and Howard A. Craig, Office of the Chief of the Air Coros;Majors 
William H. Crom, Oliver P. Echols, Adlai H. Gilkeson, Cantain Robert Kauch and 
lst Lieut. Edwin R. McReynolds, Wright Field, Ohio; Majors George E.A. Reinburg, 
Carlyle H. Wash, Ca tains Wm. O. Butler and Donald P. Muse, Maxwell Field, Ala.; 
Major Delos C. Emmons, Office of Assistant Secretary of War, Washington; Major 
Harvey S. Hurwell, University of California, Berkeley, Calif.; Castains Walter 
H. Reid, Houston, Texas; Victor H. Strahm, Selfridge Field, Mich.; Theodore J. 
Koenig, Langley Field, Va.; Lawrence -P. Hickey, Post Field, Okla.; lst Lieuts. 
Bnil C. Kiel, Kelly Field; Alfred E. Waller, Brooks Field, Texas; Morton H. 


“McKinnon, March Field, Calif.; Caleb V. Haynes, Snokane, Wash.; Charles M. 


Cummings, Cleveland, Ohio; and Harold L. George, Hawaiian Denartment. 
ae enntice” 


OFFICERS DERAILED AS STUDENTS AT ENGINEERING SCHOOL 


Under Special Orders of the War Desartment, recently issued, 16 Air Corps 
officers are detailed as students to take the course of instruction at the Air 
Corps Engineering School, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, for the coming scholastic 
year, reporting not later than June 30th. ‘fThese officers ere listed below, as 
follows: Cantain Merrick G. Estabrook, Middletowm, Pa. Air Devot; Cantain Frank 
D. Hackett and 2nd Lieut. Leonard F. Harman, Langley Field, Va.; lst Lieut. 
Joseph T. Morris and 2nd Lieut. Ernest K. Warburton, Selfridge Field, Mich.; lst 
Lieut. Leslie P. Holcomb, Scott Field, Ill.; lst Lieut. Frederick M. Hopkins and 
end Lieut. John A. Austin, Fairfield Air Devot, 0.; 1st Lieuts. Wendell H. 
Brookley, Raymond Morrison, Donald F. Stace, Randolyh P. Williams, end Lieuts. 
Charles A. Bassett, Samuel R. Harris, Jr., Shelton #. Prudhomme and Irvin A. 
Woodring, Wright Field, Ohio. 
: ---000—-—— 


LIEUT. ROYAL B. LEA DIES AFTER LONG ILLNESS 


First Lieut. Royal B. Lea, Air Corns, died at the Base Hospital, Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, Sunday morning, May 17th, after a long illness. He underwent an 
operation during December, and soon afterwards was relieved from the hos ital 
and granted sick leave. Another operation was performed on May 15th, however, 
from vhich he did not recover. Funeral services were heli on May 18th at the 
Kelly Field Chapel, a formation of lanes taking vart in full military honors. 

Lieut. Lea entered the Army Dec. 15, 1917, as a buiy2ug Cadet, being commis- 
sioned a 2nd Lieutenant May 12, 1918. In July, 1920, he was commissioned a lst 
Lieut. in the Air Corps, Regular Army. He served two years in the Philippines 
and for a number of years commanded the Airzort in Pittsburgh, Pa., where he won 
praise from officials for his efficiency of command. JDuring his four years! ser- 
vice at Kelly Field, Lieut. Lea served as Personnel Adjutant, Post Adjutant and 
Operations Officer, besides numerous other details. 

Lieut. Lea was born in Knox City, Texas, in 1895. He is survived by his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. A.L. Lea, of. that city; a brother, Ulric Lea; his widow 
aad three children. His untimely death was a severe shock to his many friends. 

--~000-—— 


CRISSY FIELD ACTIVITIES 


' The month of April saw a great deal of activity at Crissy Field. Everybody 
has been working night and day getting ships and equipment ready for the Maneuvers 
and, in conjunction with this, we finished our aerial gunnery and carried on our 
different cooperative: missions. with other branches of the service, from the 
Canadian border south along the Pacific Coast to Mexico. Ome flight, under the 
command of 2nd Lieut. P. 0. Brewer, with a »ersonnel consisting of 2nd Lieuts. 
Kenneth C. Brown, A.C.; T.A. Smith, A.C. Res., as Observer, and Lieut. H.R.Wilace, 
Wash. N.G., as photographic officer, revorted to the Commanding Officer of Ft. 
Worden on Apr. 14th to observe the Coast Artillery fire at that station. The 
firing covered a neriod of two days. Very excellent results were obtained and 
-210~ V-6154, A.C. 











a two-way radio: commmnication was conducted, “sont iacine between.the two ships 
and the ground station at Fi. Worden.. 

i On April -17th, :the flight reported to the Commanding Officer of Ft. Lewis, 
Wash;, to perform cooperative work with the 9th and 10th Field Artillery, The 
work consisted-of directing Artillery fire and trying out different formations 
of the Artillery in- defense against aerial hagas Photographs were taken of 
these different formations for the information of;the officers concerned, 

- | Moving south to.Vanconver, Wash., on April 22d, the flight reported to the 
Commanding Officer of Vancouver Barracks for a two-day maneuver with the. Infantry 
regiment at that post. 

On April 27th beth planes started for Crissy Field. One of the planes 
developed a leaky gas tank at Montague, which is in a very rough part of the 
country near Mt.Shasta. The plane landed at Montague and stayed over night, 
taking off the next day and splitting the flight into 80-mile hops and flying 
on the auxiliary tank, .This was quite a job, as a number of the places where it 
was necessary to land for gasoline had no facilities for gasing at the field and 
it required a whole -" to make a es-hr. flight. 

aie 


NEW. INSIGNIA FOR MITCHEL'S FIRST 
“By the News Letter Correspondent 


4 "The "flying one” insignia, which has been sported by the First Squadron at 
Mitchel Field for as long as we can remember, was finaliy discarded in favor of 
a new and a-much more elaborate ornemehtation designed by Lieut, R.C. Wilson, 

The new.insignia is gay with color; something to do with the rays of a 
rising sun and a spear-armed herculean gentleman, whe peers diligently and stead 

astly into regions somewhere in the distance, Here are the opinions of several 

bright lads at Mitchel Field: | 
; "The First Squadron is flashing its new Squadron insignia or symbol. It 
accurately depicts McCulloch (Squadroén Commander) in the foreground anxiously 
scanaing the escutcheon from afar for Indians who are invisibly approaching on 
bare buffalos'*backs, Mulligan and Shipley are both cast in the role of the 
Indians and are just slightly out of the picture, All this is boldly supported 
by a blotch of glaring color in the background representing the North Star, 
which played.such an important part in the rise and fall of Bethlehem, and to 
which crisis this Squadron contributed so much; in fact, got its "FIRST" start," 

And then this: "Wie have been puzzled for sone time by the new First Squad- 
ron insignia. It is an abysmal brute (still McCulloch, I guess) carrying a 
spear in one hand and shading his eyes with the other, as if pecring intently 
into the horizon while the sun's rays are coming up in back of him. It is the 
opinion of some that he is standing in front of Squadron Operations looking dom 

the line to see if the doors of the Engineering Hangar are open. But why the 

spear?" 

*The bison is the insignia of the 99th Squadron, also at Mitchel Field. 

---000--- 


PURSUIT ASSISTS Im CPENING OF TRANS-AMERICAN AIRLIWES 


The lst Pursuit Group recently assisted in the opening ceremonies of the 
Trans-American Airlines, which company is now operating on schedule runs fron 
Cleveland to Detroit and Detroit to Chicago. On the morning of April lst, two 
Loening Amphibians, carrying officials of the company, made the initial trip 
from Cleveland to Detroit The First Pursuit Group of four squadrons of fif- 
teen airplanes each, onmaabel by Major Gerald E. Brower in a Ford Transport, 
met the Amphibians near Pelee Point, Ontario, and escorted them to Detroit. 

Major Brower controlled the Group by radio, and during the time of escort 
and subsequently over Dotroit and around the Municipal Airport the movements 
of each of the squadrons was directed by radio. Major Brower's orders and the 
program that followed was picked up and broadcasted over WJR in Detroit. 

Major George H. Brett, Commanding Officer of Selfridge Field, met the 
Group over the Municipal Airport, where all snips landed after escorting the 
Amphibians to their base on the Detroit ido The pilots were guests of the 
‘Trans—American Airlines for luncheon. 

—+-000--= 
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Langley Field, Va., May 8th: 


96th Bombardment Sauvadron: The news for tnis period is lacking in items 
to make it interesting or sensaticnal. Routine training was the menu for the 
past two weeks. we ; 

Lieut. J.P. Ryan returned from Chanute Field married - as were several of 
his classmates. ; Pin oe 

49th Bombardment Squadron: The following Reserve officers received further 
active duty until Aug. 16, 1931, completing an cighteen.months tour: Licuts, 
v.M. Byrne; T.L. Taylor; A.B. Duke; GV. Freivurger; E.D. Shannon; F.A. Wilgus; 
RoW. Clifton; H. McLelland; 1.Q. Graff; R.P. tag rslahe S.J. Young. 

Lieut. Jack W. Wood reported for duty from Chanute Field, where he completed 
the course in armament. 

This squadron has the honor this year of flying the West Point Cadets while 
they are here for summer training, An intensive schedule is being prepared for 
their benefit. oe 

20th Bombardment Squadron: Gn Apr. 17th, this squadron made a cross-country 
flight which lasted until the 23a of April. We hit Atlante, Ft. Benning, Max- 
well Field, Chattanooga and Pope Field, It was a good trip but was marred by 
the burning of two ships at Pope Field, N.C. 

The purpose of the flight was to furnish Bombardment elements for the con- 
centration of Aix Forces at Ft.Benning. Pursuit from Selfridge Field and At- 
tack from Ft.Crockett were also — so it was a regular reunion, Everybody 
was a bit vague about which side he was on, but also sure that whe side he was 
on - Red or Blue '- was going to win the Ware 

hree ships of the Twentieth pulled a night attack on Benning and theoret- 
ically destroyed it. The searchliguts caught only one and the pilot was trying 
to see how close he could come without getting caught. 

On the way back, we dodged rain storms on Chattanooga and the next day 
went around one going to Pope Field. At Pope Field a stray spark and a high 
wind cost us two ships. Every man had at least one singed eyebrow, and Lieut, 
Burnside was so covered with extinguisher foam that he looked like a bottle of 
milk, Lieut. Charles W. (Okey) O'Connor came home in a barrel. 

Back at Langley we have been flying Group formations and initiating. surveys 
ever Since, The formations are pretty good and everybody is looking forward to 
the maneuvers to see how good the others are. 











San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, Apr. 27th: 





Col. CoC. Culver (A.C.), GS.C., of the Cffice of the Chief of Staff, G4, 
Washington, piloting a BT-2B plane, landed at Duncan Field, Apr. 22d, for a visit 
to the Air Corps Training Center in connection with matters of Air Corps and 
Signal Corps supply therefor, While on this mission, he visited this Depot and 
was greatly interested in examining the various phases of the Depot's work, Col. 
Culver took off from this Field, April 25th, on his return journey. 

Capt. A.B. McDaniel of the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, while on a 
recent visit to Kelly Field in connection with the 1931 Air Corps Demonstrations 
and Command and Staff Exercises, dropped in at this Depot on Apr. 27th to pay 
his respects to the Depot Commander. He was accompanied by Mr. Farmington, of 
the Curtiss-ijright Corporation, who was on a visit to Fort Crockett, Galveston, 
Texas, checking up on the.endurance qualities of A-3B fuselages under the cli- 
matic conditions of that‘station, 

Orders were received for Lieut.—Colonel A.W. Robins, our Commanding Officer, 
to proceed to Dayton,’ Ohio, to participate in the 1931 Air Corps Demonstrations 
and Command and’ Staff Exercises, in which he is to command the 3lst Transport. 
Group (Provisional), 

Capt. Hdwin C. Gere, Q.M.C., of the Office of The Quartermaster General, 
While in this vicinity on matters pertaining to new construction, was a visitor 
at ‘this Depot in that connéction on April 27th, accompanied by Capt. A.S. Harri- 
son, Q.M.C., of Ft. Sam'Houston, Constructing Quartermaster for various stations. 

A recent happy event came as a surprise to the friends of lst Lieut. Hdward 
\, Harbeck,Jr., of this Depot, on his return on Apr. 16th from a leave of ab- 
Sence, upon learning of his marriage on April 4th to Miss Olive Corrigan, of 
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San Antonio, Their honeymoon was spent in Few Orleans, and upon their retury 
to this station the happy couple were the recipients of innumerable Telicitations 

On April 25th, lst Lieut. Ames 5. Albro was transferred from this Depot to 
Randolph Field, Texas, where he is to be the Chief Engineer Officer. Lieut, 
Albro was assigned to this Depot in November, 1927, and has been, on duty here ag 
Assistant Engineer Officer. Although they will still be our neighbors, this 
Depot sincerely regrets losing Lieut. and Mrs. Albro from its midst, and wishes 
them warmly well in their new location. 

Major Van J. Weaver, A.C.Reserve, of San Antonio, was on fourteen days! a. 
tive duty training at this Depot, beginning April 20th. Major Weaver, who in 
civilian life is manager of The Tile Shop of San Antonio, has been actively ip. 
terested in both commercial and military aeronautics here for a number of } years, 
and was formerly manager of the Municipal Airport of San Antonio. 

lst Lieut. Lucas V. Beau, Jr., Air Corps Instructor with the Colorado Na- 
tional Guard, Denver, was a visitor on Apr. 17th, ferrying an 0-17 plane in to 
the Depot. . . 

lst Lieut. Robert D. Moor and 2nd Lieuts. E.F. Yost and J.X. Lacey, of Self. 
ridge Field, Mich., piloting three P-l2 planes from the West Coast to Selfridge 
Field, stopped at this Depot en route April 15th to 17th. 


Hdars. A.C. Troops, Ft. Sill, Okla., Apr. 30th: 





end Lievt. 5.0. Ross reported here Apr. 16th from Chanute Field, where he 
had Been taking the course in Armament.’ 

Maj. T.E. Harwood, Flight Surgeon, who was in “emphis, Tenn., due to the 
death of his father, departed for his new station, Randolph Field, Texas, on 
May lst. Maj. A.T. King, M.C., is the new Flight Surgeon at Ft. Sill. 

Lieut. W.C. Bryan was united in marriage on April c5th to Miss Sally Smarti, 
of St. Louis, Mo. Three planes were scheduled to fly to St. Louis for the event, 
but were rained out. The Sauadron wishes "Christy" many happy landings, eto, 

The seven officers and seven enlisted men from this station designated io 
attend the maneuvers are: Maj. L.H. Brereton, Capt. L.P. Hickey, lst Lieut. C.2, 
Shankle, 2nc Lieuts. 2.1. Dugan, C.K. Moore, H.B. Fleming and J.M. Joplin; Mr, 
Sgt. W.A. Wilson, Tech.Set. W.B. Townsend, St.Set. Griffis, Sgts. Pavl Leon- 
berger and W.A. Carter, Cpl. #.A. Brown and Pvt. D.3. Crouse. 

end Licut. Desmond Murphy, A.C. Reserve, of Chesterton, Ind., reported to 
this station for active duty with the lst Balloon Co. 

The Air Corps. boxing teams wound up the season in third place in the fh, 
Sill Totrnament with three champions, as follows: Pvts. F.G. Crom, W.T. Duke 
(Light-weight) and Pvt. i'.L. Richardson (Heavy). 

Three teams of pilots were sent from this station to check a strip map be- 
tween Dallas, Texas, and Muskogee, Okla. ‘The map was found to be so erroneous 
that it has been divided into sections for a thorough checking. Several more 
teams will be sent out before the work is complete, 

On Friday, Apr. 3d, nine pilots from this station made 4 night cross-coun- 

y flight. Leaving Post Field at 8:00 P.M., they flew a nine-ship formation 
ig fiscr ae Field at Dallas Texas, arriving there at 10:00 F.M., after flying 
over Dallas and Ft. Worth. ‘The Planes landed out of a Imfberry Circle with the 


aid of flares and wing lights. The. flight back was made individually, the first J 


plane leaving Dallas at 3:00 A.M. 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, May, 1931: 





lst Lieut. C Be McDaniel, pilot, with Set. Harrow W. Pine, mechanic, left 
San Antonio May leth to convey a detachment of enlisted men of Kelly Field, 


Texas, to Ft. Sill and Tulsa, Okla.; St. Louis, Mo.; Dayton, Ohio; Chicago, Illif 


Middletown,Pa.; New York, N.Y.;. Springfield, Mass.; Washington, D.C.; Ft. Bragg, 
N.C.; and Shreveport, La., where these men will participate in the 1931 Air 
Corps Demonstrations, 

Lieut. Lewis A. Dayton, Adjutant, returned from a menth's leave of absence 
spent in California, He was accompanied by his family. lst Lieut. W.E. Baker, 
Personnel Adjutant, substituted for Lieut. Dayton. Lieut..0.L.’ Rogers, Command- 


ing Officer of the 58th Service Squadron, proceeded to Middletown, Pa., to pron 


cure a new training plane (02-J) for Brooks Field. Lieut. Rogers was. accom- 
panied by Mrs. Rogers as far as Dallas, where she is visiting friends, and the 
genial Lieutenant himself was granted a three-day leave of absence to visit his 
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parents. Capt. C.E. Austin, Quartermaster, returned to duty after a month's 
illness, during which time he was confined in the Ft.Sam Houston Base Hospital. 
capt. Austin reports that he is very mach: improved in health, 

: Lieut. E.G. Johnson established a “00d record as a "substitute"! in import- 
ant details of duty. Following his detail as Assistant Operations Off icer, sub- 
stituting for Lieut, A.F. Glen:, who wes ill at Ft. Sam Houston Base Hospital, 
Lieut. Johnson was detailed to duty to command tae 58th Service Squadron, during 
the absence of Lieut. 0.L. Rozers, regaiarly in command. 

lst Lieut. L.L. Koontz, Coimanding Officer, Slst School Sauadron, was a 
member of the Battle of Flowers parade, April 24th in San Antonio, Texas, being 
among the Shriners who formed one of the marching contingents. 

The Army-Navy Courier recently carried a personal sketch of Capt. E.W. Raley 
on his graduation from the Weber Law School, San Antonio, Texas, one of the larz- 
est of the Southwest. Capt. Raley has now passed his bar examinations, and is a 
full fledged lawyer, ready to hang the proverbial shingle. 

The main topic at Brooks Field is "the move to Randolph", and rumors are 
running rife concerning when and how - but mostly when. And for once there are 
not the slightest indications as to the correct answer to this. 

Baseball has oc cupied the center. of the stage in the field of sports at 
Brooks Field, The 58th Service Squadron, after suffering defeat at the hands 
of the 62d Service Squadron, 8 to 4; trounced the 51st School Squadron, 10 to 8 
and the 46th School Sauadron, § to 2. The 62a Service Squadron added another 
victory to their credit by defeating the 5lst School Senet ren 5 tol. The 
last named team also met defeat at the hands of the 52d School Squadron, 6 tol, 
but achieved the distinction of making the first triple play of the season, 

The 11th School Group Headquarters defeated the 46th School Squadron, 8 to 5. 

Cadet Detachment Notes: (Qne of the San Antonio sheiks was recently under- 
stood to have remarked that if all the Flying Cadets were laid end to end, it 
would be a very good thing. It. always makes one bitter to lose his best girl, 
doesn't it? ' 

"To date the Flying Cedet Baseball Team boasts of six games won out of eight 
played. Liscuts. Knapp and Freeman, who are guiding its destiny, say that they 
are seeking new fields to conquer. ‘The Deiackaent is certainly proud of their 
showing. 

In keeping with all of the best traditions of the Detachment, an evening 
of dancing was helc at the Officers! Club, April 18th, The committees on dec- 
orations and refreshments functioned perfectly and reports have it that..a "good 
time was had by all". “otureck seems to have courted Terpischore with more 
attention than he has paid to the calcries. At auy rate, one of the ladies re- 
marked that if he flew like he canced, he should be at Kelly. Lieut. and Mrs. 
Knapp were the guests of honor. 

There are rumors that the record of eleven washouts in one day has never 
before been equalled, We are all hoping that it will not be excceded - not re- 
peated dgain. Wednesday, was a very bad day for.all concerned. 





Lower classmen Briscoe and Perring had a slight accident at "A" Stage. 


‘They were taxying and got too close together, 


Groans of ‘sorrow and remorse emanating from the upper class boys were heard 
recently, due to the completion of Ground School. Buzzer practice is still be- 
ing held for certain members of the class, however, 

Star Keller, "late os the October class", writes that he is taking some 
courses in Grdund School from civilian instructors which he hopes will qualify 
him for re-admissfon. Everyone likes Keller and hopes that our "average student" 
may be with us again soon. 


Burke and Benn seem to be champions at the ancient barnyard er 
Burke throws ringers and Benn lays the horse-shoes close to the peg 


luke Field, T.H,, March 24th: 








Flying training for the month consisted of aerial gunnery and bombing, 
aerial navigation, inter-isle:d 27;in-, cross-couutry flying, night and forma- 
tion flying and radio comimunicat ons. 

Capt. and Mrs. Frank H, Pritcoh: ard,. 1st Lieut. and Mrs. Carl W, Pyle, lst 
lieuts. Benjamin F. Griffin and Walter Q,.Meyers, A.°o., denarted on the USAT 
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CAMBRAI for duty on the mainland, Capt. Pritchard being assigned to Ft. Sill, 
Okla.; Lieut. Griffin to Ft. Sam Houston, Texas; Lieut. Pyle to March Field, 
Calif., and Lisut. Meyers to Chanute Field, Ill. 

72d Bombardment Squadron: lst Sgt. "Jimmy" Hill took a forced vacation ty, 
month due to being quarantined for Scarlet Fever. Staff Sgt. "Speed" Aubree has 
been acting lst Sergeant and is getting an ample supply of training for track 
by making the Orderly Room - Post Headquarters run. lst Sgt. Hill is just "ita, 
ing" to get back to work. (Believe it or not.) 

The Squadron is in the midst of baseball, having won three gemes. and lost 
one. We have hopes of coming out on top this year, as the team is rambling alog 
in tip-top shape. Pvts. Thornton, McGill and Starnes are working out with the 
Sector Boxing Squad preparatory to the much-looked-forward-to Sector-Schofieldq 
championship bouts. The 72d Squadron furnished a larse percentage of the Luke 
Field Boxing Squad, which cleaned up the Sector this year, having more men on 
the Squad than any other Squadron. 

23d Bombardment Squadron: Somebody wants to know what the Air Corps does 
besides fight. Well, the 23d Squadron fights some more. The three fighters of 
this squadron are "Baldy" Bresnor, bantamweight; "Mule" Miller, light-heavy- 
weight, and Bernt Balchem, middleweight. Although Bernt Balchem, cousin to the 
great Aviator-explorer, arrived too late to contribute much to the 1105 points 
amassed by the Iuke Field Boxing Squad, he is expected to keep up the family 
namé next year. 

As a:resuit of lst Sgt. John P. Grimme's work in procuring time for extra 
"push and pull" sessions with the Model 1911, the 23d hung up an extra good rec- 
ord for pistol firing with 40 experts, 23 sharpshooters and 55 marksmen. 

lith Photo Section: Upon the departure of lst Lieut. Thomas M. Lowe, on 
the February transport. the reins of the Photo Section were handed over to 2nd 
Lieut. "Eddie" Rawlings, "DEZP SEA HERO" and holder of the "FLYING CROSS". It 
is a pleasure to have such a distinguished young officer as our Section Commander, 

Not. only is the Section equipped with good photographers, but we also have 
good boxers in the persons of "Black Eyed" Friend, who never lost a fight during 
the entire season, and "Little" Allen. 

Due to the continuous low hanging clouds, the KOOLAU Mountain Range has 
never been completely photographed, However, on March 6th, there were no clouds 
in sight, so Lieut. Rawlings and Staff Sgt. Visbal set out on a hurried mission, 
The range was completely photographed from 10,000 feet in two hours. 











Bolling Field, D.C., April 30th: 





Lieuts. Merrici and Kimble recently returned from a cross-country trip to 
Panama. They flew a C-4A Ford and had as passengers Secretary and Mrs. Payne, 
Sgts. Hukill and Marstin. From testimony given by members of the party, the 
trip must have been one of great interest. 

We have two new officers on.the Post to replace Major Clark and Capt.Myers, 
They are Capt. Harry Montgomery and lst Lieut. Hobart R. Yeager. We hope they 
will like their new post. 

The duck season is over. We lost both of our OA-2 Amphibians. One of then 
went to Selfridge Field and the other one to Miller Field. 

Bolling Field now has its own post paper, "The Flying Dome". It is pub- 
lished semi-monthly and affords much pleasure to its readers. 

The roads at Bolling Field were in such poor condition that cars could 
scarcely be driven over them without being jarred loose. However, we now have 
one new road and the other one, along the flying line, is under construction. 
The Post is also being beautified by the planting of trees and shrubbery on the 
lawns. 

Preparations are now under way for the Maneuvers during the latter part of 
ar. Bolling Field will be "the busy place" during that time. 


40th Div. Aviation, Calif, Nat'l Guard, Los Angeles, Apr. 30th: 





Congratulations are hereby extended to Maj. Eldo A. Peterman upon. his pro- 
motion to that rank, effective April 6th. Maj. Peterman on the same date as- 
sumed command of the 115th Observation Squadron, 40th Division, vice Lt.-Col. 
John N. Jeffers, who is assigned to Staff, 40th Division. Maj. Peterman has 
been with the 40th Division Aviation since its inception, and this popular and 
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efficient officer is assured of the loval support of the officers and men of 
this organization. 

Lieut. John Noe was transferr sigh to the Kansas City Base of Transcontinental- 
festern Air. It is hoped that in a short tine he may return to this squadron, 
ag we greatly miss his genial disposivion and flying ability. 

Wight flying equipment was received and installed on our Bf-1l, and several 
pilots have taken advantage of clear nights lately to brush up on their night . 
landings and flying. : ; ‘ 

The followinz-named officers were selected torpresent this squadron at the 
Air Corps Field Exercises at Dayton in May: Capt. George Sherwood, Lieuts. John. 
Sewall,. Paul Whittier and Richard Hoffman; and Lieut. James Carroll, A.C., unit 
instructor. Enlisted personnel will fili the passenger cockpits, but have not 
yet been definitely selected, The flight is scheduled to leave this station on 
Yay 13th in 5 0-38's, under the command of Capt. Sherwood. 

We are advised that a very high honor has been accorded to Lieut. Leonard 
E, Thomas of this squadron. On April 22d, at San Francisco, Lieut. Thomas was 
installed as Grand Royal ch Captain of the Grand Chapter of, Royal Arch Masons 
of the State of California, This is an unusual tribute to the ability and qual- 
ifications “4 this officer, especially in view of the fact that he is nn 32 
years of ag 

athe tl and Section Leaders have been in a nuddle lately worker out 
preliminary plans for the sumer caupaign at Camp San Imis Obispo, To date it 
appears that the best efficiency can be attained by assigning 3 0-38's for forma- 
tion and radio, 2 0-58's for gunnery and bombing, 1 BT-1 for cross-country and 
night flying, 1 O2-H for photography, and the 2.0-17's for special and command 
missions. Actual flying operations will probably be carried on from 8 to 12.AM, 
and from 1:30 to 3 PM., each day of canp. Three: commmnications teams are being 
developed for better ship-to-ground contact. Message pick-up is being practiced, 
as aro also formation flying and other tactics essential to a smooth operation 
with the other branches. Realizing the desirability of closer contact and un- 
derstanding with other units, a Liaison Officer has been appointed to work with 
ground troops. It is hoped. that the development of this work, under Lieut. 

Gard, will result in-many interesting cooperative missions. 








18th Pursuit Grow, Wheeler Field, Schofield ‘Barracks,T.H. May 4th: 


Maj. Frank C. Venn, Médical Corps, Flight Surgeon, and lst Lieut. John P. 
Kirkendall, A.C., departed for the mainland on traasport "CAMBRAI" on March 21st. 
Major Venn goes to Fi.Crockett for duty and Lieut. Kirkendall to March Field for 
flying training, class commencing July Ist. We are all pulling for Jack to get 
his rating. ' ; ; 

A further aidition to the Group is Capt. Asa J. Etheridge, who arrived from 
Selfridge Field on March 17th transport. Capt. Etheridge was assigned to-duty 
as Air Corps Station Supply Officer. , 

The Group suffered 2 severe loss in the death of end Lieut. George C. Baker, 
Air-Res., 19th Pursuit Squadron, who was killed while flying an Aloha Mission 
for the departing transport. "Cambrai" on March 2ist. Lieut. Baker dove out of 
a lufberry Circle and hocked his whecls in the water as he started to pull Up. 
His home was in Honolulu and he was on one year's extended active duty, having 
recently arrived from Kelly Field. 

Due to the shortage of gesoline and to the fact that the Squadrons were 
firing pistol record, the total flying time of the Group was, only 398 hours, 
which is far below eur: usual amount. -A great deal of this time. was piled up 
by the 26th Attack Squadron, which, combined with other Squadrons of the 5th 
Composite Group at Iuke Field, participated in extensive waneuvers during the 
Period from March loth to 13th, Regular payrese were established around the 
islands of Maui, Molokai and Hawaii for cooperation with Coast Artillery Command 
Post. The maneuvers culminated in an attack on the island of Oahu, which was 
defended by the 18th Pursuit Group. 

The long awaited P-12C's are beginning to arrive and, while they are faster 
than the P-12B's, they can be mixed in formation with them without trouble. 


Construction on the quarters for the new field goes on with amazing speed, 
The NCO quarters, officers! pinnbine and bachelor club, and the plan of the 
loops is Plainly visible from the sir.. 
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On Army Day, our contribution to the festivities was a parade along Pine, 
water front, following Luxe Field's bombers. By dint of much cursing and 
"Sting" we followed’ then, but it was ol] done standing in the stirrups. | 

The strain of being a father was tco mich for Lieut. Prindle, who was 
forced to take twenty days! le:ve due to illness, but he is now back again, 

The play-off for the Staff-Air Corps Championship in. baseball was between 
the 19th and 6th Pursuit Squadrons. Ina series of three close games the 6th 
triumphed, winning the tropny for this year. 

Mr.Szt. Arthur Groves, lone lst Sergeant of the 6th ‘Pursuit: Squadron, who 
is returning to the mainland on the next boat, was given a dinner by the Officers 
and men of the Squadron. 

The customary flying was performed by the Group, the only santana being 
night formation flying in P-l12's. This had been held up by the failure of bat, 
teries to arrive from the mainland. The total flying time for the Group wae as 
proximately 360 hours. 

A number of ovr athletes placed well up in the Hawaiian Division crack wae 
held on the 25th, at the 13th Field Artillery Track, Pvt. Krug, 26th Attack 
Squadron, broke the pole vault record with a jump of 11 feet six inches. Sgt, 
Endler finished third in the tvo-mile run. 

The Post Baseball team under the capable coaching of Lieut. Stribling, 
‘West Point hurler, of the past soveral years, is getting under way, pointing to 
the opening on May 10th of the Schoficld loop. The team has played two games 
thus far in their practice season, losing a heart breaker to the Marines 2 to 0 
and beating the Luke Field boys 2 to.1. The prospects for the coming season 
seem exceptionally bright, and we look for the boys from Wheeler Field to pro- 
vide plenty of upsets in the RED DIRT league this year, 


Iuke Field, T.H., April 2&th: 





Recent arrivals at this station aboard the USAT "St.Mihiel" on April 15th 
were: Capt. James F, Powell and family, lst Lieuts. Donald D, Fitzgerald and 
David M. Ramsey and families; gnd Lieut. Charles G. Williamson and family and 
end Lieut. Lloyd HE. Tull. * 

lst Lieut, and Mrs, Angier H, Foster devarted from'this station on April 





2lst for their new station at Ft. Crockett, Texas. 

Flying training for the month has consisted of aerial gunnery, aerial bomb- 
ing, cross-country flying, formation flying, night flying, puff target missions, 
communications radio and cooperation with other branches of the service. 

72d Bombardment Scuadron: On March 28th Capt. Horace N. Heisen was relieved 
from duty as Squadron Commander and transferred to Wheeler Field. Every man in 
the Squadron regrets his leaving, and all hope to serve under him again. 2nd 
Lieut. F. Edgar Cheatle stepped in as the new Commanding Officer and kept the 
good work going until April 2lst, when he in turn was relieved to take over the 
Post and Group Operations’ Office, with lst Lieut. David M. Ramsey relieving him 
as Squadron Commander, While Lieut. Ramsey has only been with the Squadron a 
few days, it is easy to see that he is going to carry on in the same efficient 
manner as did his predecessors before him. 

As predicted, the 72d won the Whesler Trophy for the third consecutive year 
at the annual Track and Field Meet held April 4th. The 4th Observation Squadron 
gave us a run this year, but we managed to nose them out by a safe margin. 

We are waiting for the new B-3A's and hoping that Santa Claus will not wait 
until Xmas to give them to us, because, "Believe it or not", we are one of the 
best, if not the best Bombardment Squadron in the Air Corps...As a matter of fact, 
we will take credit for being the best to save arguments. (28th Bombardment aise J 
ron please note.) 

23d Bombardment Squadron: The command of the Squadron recently changed 
hands with lst Lieut. John W. Warren, Post Engineering Officer, taking the place 
of lst Lieut. Angier H. Foster, wo was transferred to Ft. Crockett, Texas. 

The Inter-Squadron baseball pennent is now flourisued by the 23d. We nosed 
out the 72nd Bombardment Squadron in the championship game of eleven innings, 
score 6 to 5. There is some tai: that Set. Hottenfel low. of the 72nd wanted to 
take the pennant to Kelly Field with im, We're sorry "Hot", but Sgt. Grimme 
thinks we better put it up in te cay room for "inspirational purposes". 

4th Ovservation Squadron: Recently four 0-19B's were transferred from the 
50th Squadron to the 4th, making our aircraft strength twelve ships; and now 
that we have the ships and pilots to fly, recently came the orders curtailing 
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the number of :flying hours to an average of twelve hours per month, per pilot. 

The last news was a handicap to our ‘raining program. Nevertheless, the training 
schedules were so.drawn up that the maximun of tactical training, consisting of 
aerial gunnery, photography, training for mosaic mapzing, cross-country flying, 
formation flying and night flying, was completed. We only hope that the flying 


‘ Jimitation will pass sooner,tnan the — of the present fiscal year, as stated 
-in War Department Orders,° 


During the period of April 8th to 14th, the 4th Squadron acted as host to 
Lieuts. Johnson, Wentworth, Bonner, Burge and Thompson, all of the Field Artil- 
lery, Hawaiian Division. These officers were attacned to the 4th for training 
in the various branches of Observation Aviation. Daily talks were given by 
Lieut. Gilbert, and an extensive flight program was drawn up dong the lines of 
aerial gunnery, formation flying, circumnavigating the Island of Oahu, landings 
on the various emergency fields and high altitude flights 

During the Sector-Navy Boxing Cuampionship bouts at Ft. DeRussy on April 
b3a, when Sector won the championship, "Al" Story of the 4th, representing Luke 
Field, engaged the favorite, Del Rosa, of the Sub Base in the welterweight class. 
The bout was the entire spice of the card. ..Story was preserted with the silver 
championship buckle, which reflects credit not only to himself but to his 
organization. aes 


Selfridge Field, Mt. iClemens, Mich., April S0th 








While engaged in a power dive, going at an estimated speed of 250 miles per 
hour, the motor of a P-12C airplane, piloted by Lieut. William ¥, Clements, 27th 
Pursuit Squadron, suddenly ceased to function. Lieut. Clements had considerable 
altitude but was too far southwest of Selfridge Field to be able to get into it. 
He therefore attempted a landing in a field near a nighway, but unfortunately 
cane to grief between two trees which suddenly arose in his path. The landing 
gear, propeller and wings of the plane were considerably damaged, and Lieut. 
Clements, aside from a bump on the head, was uninjured. 

The annual inspection of Selfridge Field was made between April 20th and 
end, inclusive, by Col. William H. Burt and Maj. Ernest J. Carr, both of the 
Inspector General's Department, and Warrant Officer Charles R. Whiston. Asa 
result of the thorough and comprehensive examination into the activities of the 
Post, Selfridge Field personnel feel that the inspection was most satisfactory 
in its results. 

94th Pursuit Squadron,A.C.: Just recently three new officers reported to 
Squadron in the persons of Lieuts. R.L. Sansbury , A.E. Baker and Joe 5S. Anderson. 
It so happens that the latter is confined to the Station Hospital with a case of 





‘scarlet fever, but we hope that he will ve out on duty again in just a short 


time. 

17th Pursuit Squadron: During the past month, Lieuts. Hodgson, Coolidge, 
Maschmeyer and Strunk, Air Res., joined the organization from Dodd Field,Texas. 
The organization congratulates these officers on their assignment and welcomes 
them cordially. 

Cross-country missions have been performed as follows: Capt. Hoyt to Boll- 
ing; Lieuts, Burns to Chanute; Heiman to Ft.Wayne; Van Aven to Hasbrouck Heights, 
N.J.; Hixson and Maschmeyer to Schoen; Morgan to Zanesville,Ohio and Slaght to 
San Antonio. 

Lieut. M.i7. Reed was selected to command the Selfridge detachment of seven- 
ty-five men at Dayton during the Maneuvers. 

Lieut. Norman is the third member of our erstwhile all-bachelor organiza- 
tion to fall by the wayside within a very short period, The new married offi- 
cers! quarters, about to be completed, must have an influence on our impres- 
Sionable pilots. Anyway, with a sigh, we felicitate the bride and groom. 

evth Pursuit Squadron: During April the officer personnel of the 27th Squad- 
Ton was increased by six members. Licuts. Swain and Todd, newly trained Pursuit 
Pilots, reported on April lst. Lieuts. French and Griswold, old timers of the 
Group and recent graduates of the Armament course at Chanute’ Field, reported on 
the 12th, Lieuts. Clements and Toulmin, graduates ox Pursuit course class of 
July, 1930, reported for duty on the 22nd. These officers have been on active 
duty with the 22d Observation Squadron at Maxwell Field since their graduation. 

36th Pursuit Squadron: The Squadron sleuth reports that Lieut. Elliott was 
Seen in one of Detroit's leading outfitters trying on various bits of yachting 
apparel, his information, in addition to the salty expressions that hsve 
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crept into the Squadron Commandéser's conversations of late, leads us tO beliayg 
that he-has something afoot, or rather afloat. 

The baseball squad has been out limbering up and, from the form shown iy 
the work-outs so far, it looks as if the 36th will be well taken care of on the 
diamond. 

The Squadron welcomes Lieuts. Donald L. Putt and Norman B. Sillin, recently 
graduates of the Armament course at Chanute Field, and Lieuts, Eldred L. Gan, 
Walter N. Pharr, Charles B. Harvin and Curtis f, Smith »ur., newly assigned to 
the 36th. 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., May 6th: 





In a ceremony followed by an aerial review of Army Pursuit and Bombing 
planes at Rockwell Field on Avr. 16th, Major-Gen. Malin Craig, Corps Area Con- 
mander, presented the Army's Distinzuisned Flying Cross to 2nd Lieut. I.A. Wood. 
ring, A.C., of the 95th Pursuit Sqcn. Before the presentation, General Craig, 
accompanied by Lieut.-Col. B.K. Yount, Post Commander, inspected the personae] 
and planes of the field as well as the Rockwell Air Depot. 

Col. O.R. Wolfe, Corps Area Recruiting Officer, visited the post on April 
2nd to inspect Recruiting activities. 

Capt. F.I. Gilbert, Assistant Corps Area Ordnance Officer, visited the post 
on April 14th, to make a detailed inspection of all Ordnance material. 

Army Day, Apr. 6th, was celebrated at Rockwell Field with appropriate cere. 
monies. The shops of the Rockwell Air Depot, as weli as the flying line, were 
open to visitors that day. 

Work on all tactical airplanes in the Depot requiring major overhaul prior 
to the Maneuvers was completed, and the planes returned to their respective or- 
ganizations. Sufficient engines were furnished in order that no engine chanzes 
will be required during the maneuvers due tc excessive time, in accordance with 
the new overhaul policy. 


Third Attaci: Group, Ft.Crocizett, Texas, May 18th: 





Prior S06 their departure on Maneuvers, the Group planes made two trips to 
Kelly Field, Texas, to fly formation with the 204th Provisional Attack Squadron, 
which later joined the Group for the duration of the field exercises, 

The 13th Squadron won the first half of the Post League by defeating the 
90th Squadron, 8 to 2. For the first time in years some team besides the 90th 
or 60th has shown enough strength and ability to be considered a good bet for 
the Post title. 

The 60th Squadron is due to show up mich better during the second half. 
For some reason, they failed to get organized and lost several games before a 
remedy was found, The Sth Squadron started the season with a bang, but were hit 
by a cyclone of. injuries’ and became so weakened that it seemed almost impossible 
for them to continue. They haven't given up, however, and will be ready when 
the second half opens after maneuvers. 

The. 90th Squadron had high hopes that they might repeat their triumph of 
last year. At one time they were at the bottom of the list, but three straight 
wins placed them in a tie with the 13th for first place, It looked as if the 
"Pair o''Dice" men would repeat. Then they met the 13th. 

The Ghost Outfit has been given the breaks all during the season and had 
profited by them. In their game with the 90th, they again made use of bad in- 
field errors that soon built up.a safe margin for the winners. 

The standing of the teams at the end of the first half is as follows: 








Team Won Lost Pcts.Team Won Lost Pets. 
13th Squadron 5 2 .714 60th Squadron a... 4 ,428 
90th Squadron 4 3 .571 £8th Squadron 2 5 286 


Licuts. Maurice M, Beach and Frank F. Stuart recently made a trip to 
Freeport, where they were the guests cf Coast Guardsmen on a fishing trip. The 
affair was quite successful. The catch included a 160 pound June fish and about 
a hundred povnds of red snappers. 
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Witchel Field, i 1.,N, Y. Ms xe isth: 
Lieut. Forest G." Allen, of Mitchel Field, ‘fiualis scored, in a'big' way at 
that. . He is being’ featured in a syndicated comic strip Known as "Scorchy Smith", 

a bit of ballyhoo’ “about one of the. Rover Boys turning aviator. ; 

Mr, John C. Terry, originator and perpetrator of "Scorchy", recently. made a 
tour of inspection of Mitchel ricld as the gusst of Lieut. John Tt. Murtha,Jr., 
and somewhere in his remblings ran across lien. He elicked. Allen had. that 
necessary sOmething which qualifiod him for a comic strip Air Corps li: eutenant 

"Scorchy's" syndicated pal, Lient. Allen, i8 one of -us boys, so ‘treat . him 
with all cue respect. When used as a word of farewell to Allen, some ‘meaning 
is attached to the oft used expression: "I'il sée you ‘in the funny papers", 

Such an assertion as "Mitchel Formations near Perfection", is exceedingly: 
prave in the most elite flying circles, i.es; First Pursuit Group, Arizona Na- 
tional Guard, ectc., and narticnlarl; staunch in view of the fact that formation 
flying at Mitchel, in licu of ovstervetional work to be done is pape HE rel- 
egated to a place of lesser intr vience in the daily routine. 

Notwithstanding this vecstionel: handicep, the Inds have dug in with’ a will, 
and at the present writing are "ccheloning" in a sartorial manners Cbmpetition 
between the. three squadrons, tue First with the rising sun; the Fifth with the 
Qwl on the-moon and the Ninety-ninth with the nickel's buffalo, has been in- 
tensely keen, They've been trying so hard to get ahead that in their enthusiasm . 
have often. beaten their leaders into the field. Su ch effort mist- be recognized. 

It might be interesting to note. that colf handicaps at adjoining Meadowbrook 
and Salisbury Clubs have gone up from one te‘ten’ won okes, and that we have re- 
ceived indignant letters sbdout the inexcusable laxity on -the: ‘part.of the Govern- 
meut in maffling the noise of its airplane motors. $4 5, 

Col. and Mrs. Charles A. Lindbergh were the gue sts, of ‘Col. and Mrs..John.H. 
Howard for luncheon on Wednesday, May 7th. Major and Mrs. Perey Moulton also 
attended. ve S aweuis 

The Colonel's visit was or the purpose of teking his .semi-anmal physical 
a oe Major Moultca ofriciated in this respect ¢ nary judging from the 

esults, said that the Colon el was good for at least six months more, 

A six-and-a-half-pound baby boy was born to Licut. and Mrs. RC. Wilson on 
Tiursdey, May Sth. Name: "Charles E." Father "Bim" walking on air. 

Lieut. Prentiss' quartars recently went under the hammer --and crow-bar. 
Lieut. and Mrs, Prentiss vere siven two Gays to evacwate before the razing began. 
We believe this to be record time. Mrs. Frentiss, however, —<— she doesn't 
care to improve on tise record just mode, 
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San Antonio Air Depot, irsuicen Sield, Texas; May 18th: 








Lieut.-Col. A.W. Robins, our Cox monding —— left May lOth for Dayton, 


Ohio, to participate in the 1f41 Air Corps Demonstrations, in which he will 

command the 3lst Transport Grow (Prov.), th © Tirst Transport Group ever to.be 

employed in Army operstions. Col, Robins made the trip in a new C-15 hospital 
7 


ship intended for the Demonstrations, pi oted by Capt. Earl H. DeFord of Kelly 
Field. With him also as passenger Was Capt. Edwin R. Page, of the Air Corps 
Materiel Division, returni ng to Wrignat Field from a month's temporary duty. at 
this Depot obtaining data on Yi0-14 papier nes and Wright R-540 engines. 

Col, R.L. Dasher, Assistant to the Director of vhe Bureau of the Budget: 
ona recent visit to Government eatioet oan in this sicinity in connection okth 
funds allocated for this fiscal year and reouirements for the remainder of the:: 


v 


year, visited this Depcet on May 5th, 7th and 8th, obtaining data on these 
matters, 

On May 12th Brig.-Gen. Louis A. Bash, Assistant to The Quartermaster General, 
visited this Depot to confer on mitters pertaining to the Depot's projected new 
construction. 

First Lieut. lucas V. Bez ty Jr., A.C. Instructor with the Colorado National 
Guard, Denver, accorpanivd oy Opt. Charles W. France, 45th Division Aviation, 
Colorado National Guard, visited the Depot April 28th to May 2d, ferrying in an 
0-17 plane from Denver, They 1:ft on the return trip May end, ferrying a BT-1l 
to the Colorado National Gunrd. aor) 

end Lieut. Leo W. DeRosier of BProcks Field, ferried a new Y1C-14 plane to 
this Depot on May 8th from the ¥oidcer Aircraft Corp., this plane being intended 
for use in the Air, Corps’ ‘Peiaonst rations. 


- 620 = V-6154,A.C. 








The following airplanes and engines were overhauled and repaired by the 
Engineering Department of the San Antonio Air Depot during April, 1931;- 
Airplanes overhauled - 6 A-3;.1 A-3A; 5 A-3B; 5 O-2H, 4 0-11; 1 0-196; 
3 P-1B; 1 P-1D, 2 P-1E; 2 PW-9C; 1 C-1¢; Total, 31. Airplanes repaired - 3 A~33. 
a 0-23; 1 0-27; 10 O-19B; 1 P-1B; 3 P-12D; 1 BI-2B; 1 YPT-10; 1 C-9; 2 Y1C-14. 
1 NS, total, 31. -Engines overhauled - 51 Curtiss D-le; 8 Wright J- 5; 4 Wrieht 
J-6; 17 Wasp; con es Engines repaired - 14 Liberty; 2 Curtiss D-12: 3 Wright | 
J~5; Total, 19 





March Field, Siverstiae. Calif... May 7th: 





On April 18th, Major-Gen, Malin Craig arrived at March Field by automobile 
from Yuma, Ariz., to make an annual tactical inspection of the post. All actiy. 
ities were open for inspection, and approximately 150 airplanes were lined up 
on the flying line. The Flying Cadet Detachment presented a formal review and 
he was much impressed by the fine military bearing and the efficient execution 
of their drills. After the inspection, General Craig and party were entertained 
at a luncheon at the Officers! Club. 

The newly-formed 9th and Slst Bombardment Squadrons at March Field were 
equipped with new 0-38's in preparation for the Air Maneuvers in the east. The 
two squadrons, with the 1lth Bombardment from Rockwell and the 208th Bombardment 
from Kelly Field, will constitute the 7th Bombardment Group. Major Joseph T, 
McNarney, Commandant of the Air Corps Primary Flying School, was designated as 
Ground Commander during the maneuvers. His staff consists of: lst Lieuts. Warre 
Maxwell, Adjutant; Odas Moon, Operations; J.D Givens, Intelligence; Major Francis 
Poole, M. C., Flight Surgeon. Capt. L.¥. Post, A.C., is commanding the 9th 
caiabmnt . and Capt. Earle G. Harper,A.C., the 3lst Bombardment Sq. 





Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., May, 1931. 





For the past two weeks Capt. B.C. Hill, Hngineer Corps, for the past four 
years on duty with the Air Corps at Dayton, assisting in the development of 
mapping cameras, has been at Crissy Field working with the 15th Photo Section 
with his new five lens camera, mapping different aress in California. Owing to 


the different kinds of terrain in this part of the country, it is an ideal loca- — 


tion for the.making of experiments of this kind. Upon completion of the work 
Capt. Hill will return to Dayton. . 

A flight of two ships, under the command of Capt. Walter F, Kraus, with 
Licuts, H.B. Grow and 3.Q. Van Cott, reported on April 20th to the Commanding 
Officer at Ft. Douglas, which is located near Salt Lake City, Utah, and spent 
four days in cooperative training with the different Infantry units at that 


point. There was also another mission at the Presidio of Monterey, Calif. ,which | 
was accomplished with one ship, with Lieut. L.J. Miller as pilot and Lieut. J.K. § 


Poole: as observer, 


Langley Field, Va., May 14th: 





19th Airship Company: The greater part of the training schedule for this 
organization during the past month was devoted to Camera Obscura and routine 
practice flights, though a few spécial missions were also flown, 

Following the final experimental flight on the Sub-Cloud Observation Car, 
preparations for returning the Car to the Materiel Division for recommended 
changes were made, | 

Observation missions with the C.A.C.,Ft. Monroe, Va., were attempted on the 





13th and 14th but were not very successful, as an almost continuous flow of traf-§ 


fic in the channels made firing very dangerous. 

: A cross-country flight to Washington was made on the 16th, by Lieuts. Paul 

and McCracken, Capt. Willian J. ¥lood, 0.C.A.C., then assumed command of the 

ship and completed a photographic mission, over the various parks in Washington. 
We hope to be able to commence bombing practice some time during the earlier 

part of May. All pilots of the organization have become quite proficient in 

Camera Obscura and an excellent bombing record is anticipated. 


Our baseball squad this year is making a strong bid for all-peninsula honors 


and has hopes of bettering the record made by last year's squad. The team has 
won six and lost one to date, having divided honors with the strong Fox Hill 

team in a two game series, The two games played in the Post Intersquadron League 
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eS ee at HY O67 a5 =a lhe 


tm tpn 


y 






3B: 


ght 





hese 
ent 


ren f 
ncis 


OCa- 


ct 00 


hich & 


JX, 


is 


ir, 


1 the 
traf- 


Paul 

3 

zt One 
ar Lier 
ay 


honors 
has 

L 
Leagues; 
Ce 





so far resulted in essy wins over the 20th and A.C.T.S. 

On Sunday, 3rd, the regulars took the Eampton "A's" into camp 17 to 11 on 
the Soldiers!’ Home Grounds, whil. the "B" squad, not to be outdone, licked the 
franks Athletics 16 to 9, . 

in the Eampton game the 19th met and Cefeated a team composed of the very 
pest baseball talent on the peninsula who were quite confident of taking us into 
camp, but the 19th started things off with es bang by gathering five runs in the 
first frame and were never headed. Collins and Spotts led the 19th stickmen 


with three out of four each, while Zrhard ard Tyrell hurled a great brand of 


ball. 
Kelly Field, San Antonio, “exas, May 2lst: 





Capt. Arthur Thomas, Secretary of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School for 
over a period of three years, was relieved from duty with the School and placed 
on temporary duty with the Air Corps Training Center as Adjutant during the ab- 
sence of Capt. A.C. Kincaid, who accompanied the Pirsuit Group on maneuvers, 

Maj. Thomas J. Hanley, Jr., is Acting Commandant of the School while Maj. 
F.L. Martin is participating in the Air Corps Maneuvers. 

MajseR.e Ducat and E.F. Harrison, Kelly Field Surgeons, accompanied the per- 
sonnel participating in. the Maneuvers. 

lst Lievt. Orvil A. Anderson reported for duty with the School on May 4th, 
and was assigned. to the Observition Se ction. 


Fairfield Air Depot, Fairfield, Ohio, May lst: 








During April, major overhauls on equipment were made as follows: Airplanes: 
7 O-19B, 1 PT-GA, 5 A-3, 2 A-3B, 1 PT-1, 1 0-9, 1 P-GA, 1 XP-GA, 4 O-25A, total 
23, Engines: 9 R-1340, 10 S2-1540, 3 R-790, 4 R-975, 2 V-720, le V-1150, 
3 Vel570, 5 G1V-1570, toicl 48. “Minor ovevnesks - airplanes 26; engines, 29, 

In addition te the ubove, the Eagineerinz Department has been busy in pre- 


- paring equipment, materials, cic., for the Maneuvers, packing parachutes, pro- 
‘viding a reserve of motors, instruments, propellers, gozgzles and other accessor- 


ies and equipment, in order to have them on hand and available for: issae when 
needed, | =a 

Night fligits were exescutcd by officers of the Depot as follows: Maj. A.L. 
Sneed, time 5:05; Capis. Fdward Laughlin, 1:40; Hugh A. Bivins, 1:35; Burton F. 
Lewis, 2:15; Lievts. Melvin B. Asp, 1:00; F.M. Hopkins, Jr., 3:25; George V. 
McPike, 2:10 and. John A. Austin, 2:00,. . 

Maj. AeL. Sheed and “ol. 1.5. Goodier,dr., attended the Air Show in Detroit, 

The last party of the regular Wilbur Wright Officers! Club dance season was 
held at the Dayton Country Club on the evening of April 25th. Everyone attend- 
ing the party had a very enjoyable evening. 

Cross-country flights were made ty Capts. Huzh A. Bivins, Burton F. Lewis, 
Edward Laugilin, Lieuts, Frederick M. Vopititis,Jr., John A. Austin and George V. 
McPike. 

Numerous Air Corps officers stonned at the field during the past tro weeks 
en route to various destinations. ; 





Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., May 20th: 


Scott Field's pizeon loft received many additions dvring the past two months 
and Staff Set. Msx Bronkimrst is waxing enthusiastic regarding the fine appear- 
ance of the youns birds. He believes the chances are excelient for making an 
even better showing this year than was made in 1930, The training of the bDirds 
18 in full swing, and Sgt. Bronkhurst states the speed they have shown this far 
indicates that some of the birds will be strong contenders for high honors in 
Some of the big national races iater in the season. te 

The new birds are certainly a promising lot of youngsters and show the re- 
sult of the careful selection in lager made by Set. Bronkhurst, He believes 
it will be hard to equal some of his young birds, either in the display pens or 
When they get to showing their speed in the air. 

‘The loft was entirely remodeled and many necessary facilities added for 
the training of birds for flying anc. show purposes. These improvements have 
qaacted many of the local homer fenciers to the field to inspect the new 
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The pigeons receivea theiz first comnetitive workout of the season on “Yay 
17th, when 10 birds from the loft flew 122 miles from Dixon, Mo., in a race Sho 
sored by the St.Lovis Cuamvionsrip Club. While the results of the race were no 
received, the local birds made a showin; whicn was very pleasing to Set. Bronk. 
hurst. The first bird trapped sacwed a speed of 1201 yards per mimute, and the 
other nine birds followed very closely. This speed was considered excellent, 
considering that they were flying the entire distance into a light advance wing 

Ten birds were entered in another rece starting at Lebanon,Mo., a distance 
of 175 miles. 

The Scott Field loft is previced with a motor-cycle, with a sidecar for 
‘carrying a large pigeon basket, which Sgt. Bronkhurst has been using consider. 
ably in the preliminary training of the birds. He nes come to the conclusion 
that being carried in the motorcycle, adversely affects the pigeons. He states 
that birds released after a motorcycle ride ssem to be confused and take con- 
siderably longer to get oricnted than birds which have been carried in an auto. 
‘mobile, He believes ‘this adverse effect is caused by the action of the exhaust 
on the ears of the picons. “aa 

end Lieut. George R. Bienfang, 15th Observation Squadron, returned to duty 
after being at Walter Reed Hospital since last August. Lieut. Bienfang sudden 
lost the use of one eye last swrmer, this being caused by a detached retina, 
While the sight of this eye has not returned tc normal, Lieut. Bienfang appearej 
before an examining board at the Hospital, and was rccommended to be returned 
to duty as an observer, 


Wright Field, Dayton, Ghio. May ist: 





‘Thirty- one students cf the Senior class in the Aeronautical Engincering 
Course of Purdue Universi:y, recently, made a three-day visit to Wright Field 
and Fairfield. They were martered at Fairfield during their stay. Capt. Grand 
ison Gardner welcomed them with an address, describing the functions of the Ma- 
teriel Division, and they spent one of their days in making a tour of the Wright 
Field laboratories, 

Capt. D.M. Reeves reportcd at Vrighnt Ficid for duty on April 25th and was 
~assigned as, Chief of the Technical Data Branch, Lieut. H.R. Wells, whom a fs. 

Soaie’ replaces, served at Fairfield for the period of the Maneuvers. 

Lieut. C.H. Caldwell made an extended flying journey early in May to New 
York City; Hartford, Con:.; Springfie ld, Mass. aud Middletown, Pa., for confer- 
ence with the Commanding Officers of fiolds situated in these cities on matters 
pertaining to the, Air Corps Maneuvers. 

Lieut. P.H. Xemner ferricd a Stearman YPT-9A to Brooks Ficld and flew back 
a YPT-9, : 

Several Wright Fielc Active and Keserve Officers attonded the meeting of thé 
‘Contact Camp of Reserve Officers at eras. Ohio, May 2d. Lieut. G.F. Schulgen 
piloted Capts, Earle C0. Alley, Spec. Res.; C.D. McLavghlin, Air Res.; A.¥. Went- 
zel, Spec.-Res.; Lieuts. J.G. Spatz and W.A. Oswalt, Spec.-Res. - Capt. A.J. 
Lyon piloted Capt. C.S. Buchanan, Spec.-Res. to the meeting. 

Maj. O.P. Ecuols left Dayton by rail on May 3d for Buffalo, N.Y. to ferry 
in the first 0-13 from the plant of the Curtiss Company. 

Lieut. S.=. Prudhomme returned from Texas on May lst, ‘ferrying a YPT-10 
airplane, 

Lieut. Wi.G. Smith took off for Selfridge Field on May 5th, for conference 
regarding radio equipment for Pursuit airplanes. 

Lieut. Clements McMullen left by plane on May 3d for Rockwell Field and fro 
there flew to verious other points in the West and Middle-West, transporting 
troops to bases in preparation for the Air Corps Maneuvers. 

Lieut. H.P. Rush left for Langley Field on May llth for assignment with end 
Bombardment Group for the. period of the Maneuvers, 

Lieuts. C.3. McAllister, 0.R. Cook and George F, Schulgen left for Middle- 
town, Pa., to join the Repair Squadron for the period of the Maneuvers, 

Capts. J.G. Taylor and A.W. Yanaman returned from Santa Monica, Calif., on 
May 9th, the former ferrving a YO-3l and the latter a BIT-2C from the plant of 
the Douglas Company. 
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